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DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB® 


9013-88 Avenue, 780.465.4834 


/ 


Live Entertanunent , ff 


December 26th 
DERINA HARVEY 


December 31st 
LYLE HOBBS 


Celebrate a “Roarin’ 20's” New Year's Eve Party 
at Devaney’s Irish Pub 
Reserve your table today! 


Happy Holidays! 
Singer Songwriter Night, every Monday 
Open MicNight, every Wednesday 


Lve Celtic Music, every Sunday 
Tee 1? 
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THE MOCKING SHADOW 
NEW YEARS EVE | 
HOSTED BY ROTTEN DAN 


COOL BLUE METHOD 


0329 - 82nd AVENUE - WUW_DIUESOnWwhyte.ca 
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THE IMAGINARIUM OF TERRY GILLIAM! 
The Monty Python alumnus talks to SEE 
about imagination, the devil and Heath 


Ledger's untimely death. 
PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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§ feature HOW THE CITY CLEANED 
UP ITS ACT — AT LEAST ALITTLE 
Edmonton's recent designation as most sociable 
city in North America has other cities following 
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SALES CONSULTANT Chee Mai cue pea 6 opinion A DEGREE 
ee OF DISAPPOINTMENT 


SALES CONSULTANT 
(CLASSIFIEDS » LISTINGS: 
PROMOTIONS td 


Inwhich our guy goes all CSI and tries to 
track down a Christmas purse thief. 


NATIONAL ADVERTISING | 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER ‘Shs 


JO MUSIC PEACE ON EARTH, 
Saraqceeieeoae omnyen, GOODWILL TO EDMONTON 

: pr rt Give peace a chance, dude. The band 
of former Edmontonians comes back 
for a night at the Artery. 


steeoaweia 2 ON SCFECN AVATAR’S A 
scemaznetjoatesa, VISUAL STUNNER, BUT LACKING 
no0.10775iasperAvewe | DEPTH 
Se sana Just like James Cameron's former wife, 

raxen}sznm@ — sore might say. Avatar looks pretty, 


e-mail infotisee greatwest 
bowtie oma butcan she act? 


29. arS TWAS THE NIGHT 
BEFORE X-MAS... 
What makes a Christmas classic? SEE writers 
spread some uncharacteristic holiday cheer. 
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Sustained Support & <= 
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COME UNDONE. WHETHER VISITING WITH THE FAMILY OR ESCAPING THEM, YOU'LL FIND GREAT DEALS AND LOTS OF 
FUN AT ZOCALO THIS WEEK. GRAB A LATTE, CHECK OUT SOMETHING NEW, ENJOY THE BARGAINS, LET LOOSE, 
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ALL ALL ALL SELECT ALL 
POTS Sip ORNAMENTS TABLEWARE STOOLS VASES FLOWERS* 
INDOOR SPIDER PLANT BELLS NORITAKE & STANDS LEONARDO ARRANGEMENTS 
OUTDOOR TEA ROSE BALLS PORT MERION TALL TIBETAN RECYCLED GLASS CUT FLOWERS. 
SUCCULENTS TREE STANDS DENBY SHORT ANTIQUE LOTS MORE 
LOTS MORE CANDLEHOLDERS  MAXWELLWILLIAMS GLASS PLANTSTAND 
LOTS MORE 





4 heb: at Ibe Us) nun! 


mecswerrecrromoecassmmaan IN LITTLE ITALY AT 10826 - 95 STREET, EDMONTON, AB 


28-0754 www.zocalo.ca 
NOHOLDSNOPRCENATCHS ALSAESFRAL OPEN: MON-WED 9-6, NEW.YEARS EVE 9-4, NEW YEARS DAY CLOSED, SAT 9-6 SUN 11-5 





agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back eimonton » see magazine - liecember 24 - December 30, 2009-3 


Life Navigated. 


Wherever you go. Whatever you do. Nokia will be with you at every turn. 
Exclusive Ovi Maps guide you to the hottest hangouts or your closest friends. 
With hi-res satellite maps, 3D landmarks for over 200 cities and easy-to-use 
pedestrian navigation, you can go virtually wherever life happens to lead you. 


Nokia Surge 


= 


NOKIA 


NOKIA 


Connecting People 


Go to ovi.com to discover new apps, 
maps, and more for your Nokia phone. 


ad trademarks of Nokia Corporation. Downloading maps and/or navigating with Nokia Map’ 


(©2009 Nokia. All rightsfeserved. Nokla, Nokia Connecting People and Ovi are trademarks or register 
ransmission charges. 


may involve the transmission of large smounts of data through your cellular service provider's setwork. Contact your service provider for information abou 
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NEWS FEATURE - HOSPITALITY - BY ANDREW PAUL {1200 wars 


66 PEOPLE DON’T MAKE THE GREATEST JUDGMENT CALLS 
WHEN THEY HAVE ALCOHOL INTRODUCED TO THEIR SYSTEM. 


How City Cleaned Up Its Act — At Least A Little 


WHYTE AVENUE RIOTS PROMPTED CITY 
TO ACT. NOW, OTHER CITIES WATCHING 
TO SEE WHAT WE DID RIGHT 








How many times have you watched this pain 
fully familiar scenario play out? You stumble 
out of Blues on Whyte on a Saturday night 
after several pitchers of draft on a mission to 
reach the Black Dog before last call. You make 
your way through the crowded sidewalks dodge 
ing flailing arms holding lit cigarettes. As you 
duck to miss yet another errant ember you're 
almost bowled over by two drunk douche bags 
in destroyed jeans and graphic tees as they 
burst through the crowd hanging off each oth 
er, and yelling at the top of their lungs 

Their conversation is riveting. 

“Dude I'm so fucking wasted!” slurs the first 
one, to which the second cleverly replies, "No 
way man, I’m fucking wasted.” 

They go on back and forth like this for a few 
minutes ‘until suddenly a half dressed woman 
in busted heels with dried vomit on her dress 
looks up from the curb, and recognizes the two 
buffoons. 

“Holy shit guys,” she screeches. “Are you as 
fucking wasted as I am?” 

We get it okay! You're drunk, he's drunk, she’s 
drunk; we're all wasted, and having a good 
time, and can you blame us? If nothing else 
we can credit our frozen winters for fostering 
our shining talent for being able to consume 
ungodly amounts of alcohol in close quarters 
without murdering each other. 

In fact, our talent for getting drunk and not 
stabbing each other (too often) is so awe- 
some that the Responsible Hospitality Institute 
(RHI), a networking organization that pro- 
motes safe and vibrant urban entertainment 
districts, has awarded Edmonton the title of 
most sociable city in North America. 
Seriously. Edmonton. 

Aside from bragging rights, and a feather 
in our cap, the new designation means good 
things for students enrolled in NAIT's hospital- 
ity management and culinary arts programs. 
Between the two programs roughly 500 stu- 
dents graduate annually where 95 per cent of 
them will find work in the local hospitality in- 
dustry. 

During the two-year hospitality program stu 
dents are trained in the fine art of providing 
safe and vibrant experiences for their drunken 
clientele — that would be us folks, Which is ex- 
actly what the RHI looks for when choosing a 





winner for the title of most sociable city 

Leroy Russell, chair of the hospitality manage 
ment progran at NAIT, attended an RHI semi- 
nar this summer to see how his curriculum 
compared to industry trends, and was pleased 
to find his students on the leading edge of re- 
sponsible hospitality practices thanks to ProS. 
erve and ProTect, two government initiatives 
designed to educate bar staff about current 
drink pricing and liquor regulations, and how 
to screen patrons for weapons and contraband 
before they enter the bar. 

According to Nicole Chapdelaine, an Edmon 
ton police officer with the Public Safety Com- 
pliance Team (PSCT), and Responsible Hos- 
pitality Edmonton (RHE), it's programs like 
ProTect and ProServe that are the first steps in 
ensuring safe party environments. 

The quest for a safe party scene in Edmonton 
kicked into high gear eight years ago when 
Whyte Avenue’s reputation was at its most un- 
savoury. 

Responsible Hospitality Edmonton is the end 
result of initiatives started in the wake of 
Canada Day riots in July 2001 when hordes of 
drunken partiers laid waste to Whyte Avenue 
The aftermath prompted concerned business 
owners, residents and police to call for the cre- 
ation of a task force to look into ways of prop 
erly managing Old Strathcona during peak oc 
casions. 

City council approved the creation of the task 
force in 2002 and by 2006 the body submitted 


Party Hearty | Patrons enjoying themselves in The Funky Buddha. FILE PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 





its report on how the city could better manage 
its nightlife district 

The task force recommendations included sev- 
eral projects designed to decrease the amount 
of feces, urine and garbage left in the street 
as well as social marketing campaigns aimed at 
quelling problematic behaviours on the strip. 
After reading the report city council asked that 
a framework be developed and implemented, 
and RHE was born. 

The first social marketing campaign to hit bill- 
boards and the coveted wall space above urinals 
in most Whyte Avenue bars was RHE's Be a 
Lover/Not a Fighter initiative that proved what 
we knew all along: blow jobs are way cooler 
that punches in the face. 

In a similar vein Save the Party! RHE’s latest 
marketing effort is helping partiers get more 
net hours of boozing and socializing in annu- 
ally by reminding us that we all lose when we 
have to interrupt keg stands to do things like 
CPR or filling out police reports, because some 
goon couldn't keep their hands to themselves. 
You also may have noticed all of those shiny 
ashtrays lashed to most signposts downtown 
and along Whyte Avenue. Those are courtesy 
of RHE as well, and let's not forget about the 
portable urinal project that is now entering its 
third year of operation. 

Let's face it: there are few things worse than 
stepping in someone's feces when all you're 
trying to do is sneak around the corner to piss 
on a dumpster. RHE's urinal/porta-potty pro- 


gram has been most effective in dealing with 
that ugly situation entirely. 
Though Chapdelaine doesn’t have any hard 
numbers to gauge the effectiveness of RHE's 
initiatives she says other cities, including 
Victoria and Kelowna B.C., have been asking 
Edmonton for help in developing similar proj- 
ects. 
Chapdelaine says she isn't surprised other cit 
ies want to emulate Edmonton, explaining that 
all cities face the sarne problems when it comes 
to managing their entertainment districts 
Essentially the main issue is competition be 
tween intoxicated patrons who end up fighting 
over things like cabs and donairs 
‘And, of course, we have competition for what 
we call sex,” says Chapdelaine. “That's poten: 
tially what happens when we see over-service 
inside bars is competition for space that has 
people bumping into each other, and people 
don’t make the greatest judgment calls when 
they have alcohol introduced to their system.” 
If proprietors aren't following safe serving 
practices the RHE isn’t without legal recourse 
for repeat offenders thanks to the PSCT. 
The PSCT is comprised of representatives from 
of four agencies including by-law enforcement, 
the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission, 
Fire Rescue Services and Chapdelaine from the 
EPS 
The group has the power to ask the city’s chief 
licensing officer to place limitations on of- 
fender’s business licence or, if worse comes to 
worse, revoke an establishment's licence en- 
tirely — as they did to the Windmill Pub in 
May 2008 
However, that happens very rarely thanks 
in part to safety conscious proprietors, and 
future party masters in NAIT's hospitality pro: 
gramwho will beentering the work force with the 
responsibility of keeping Edmonton on the 
map as a hot spot for safe vibrant nightlife 
“We're certainly happy to see that Edmonton is 
becoming recognized as a destination for guests 
of the hospitality industry, and it certainly 
provides us with better opportunities in 
terms of providing our students with success 
building careers within the industry,” says Rus- 
sell 
So where does this leave us? Why thirsty, of 
course. So even if this award seems a little bit 
like a nightlife policing circle jerk raise your 
glass and toast to the fact that you probably 
won't get stabbed in the pub tonight thanks to 
our sociable city. 


DN a... 





NEWS BRIEFS « ANDREW PAUL 


‘TISTHE SEASON - THINGS TO DO 
SOME HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS FROM SEE 
FOR THINGS TO DO ON XMAS DAY 


Whether you celebrate Jesus’ birthday or 
‘not, you have to admit the holiday season is 
pretty sweet. As the city gears down for the 
festive season most people will spend the 
tomorrow surrounded by loved ones, eating 


copious amounts of food, opening gifts and 
singing along to “Mary's Boy Child” — thanks 
Boney M. Unfortunately, with everyone at 
home enjoying the holidays there isnt much 
todo on Christmas day, particularly for the 
large contingent of Yule-time strays trapped 
in Edmonton far fram theit loved ones. So” 
for the non-celebrants, SEE has compiled a 
list of Christrnas day activities for fun junkies 
and wayward souls in need of something to 
doon Dec. 25. 
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One of the best outdoor activities known to 
humankind is tobogganing. Nothing evokes 
the winter spirit quite like strapping yourself 
toasled —orsitting ona garbage bag — and 
throwing yourself down an icy hill. But per- 
haps:the best part is this daredevil pastime 
Is free, Visit www.edmonton.ca for a list of 
locations. 

- If tobogganing isn't your thing, try skating 
instead. Community leagues maintain more 
than 100 outdoor rinks in the city, and you 


can find a rink near you on the Edmonton 
Federation of Community League's website 
at www.eftcl org. 

+ Inevitably all that outdoor exercise will 
leave you starving by dinnertime, and if you 
don't have a turkey feast to attend there 
are a couple places that have you covered. If 
you're down on your luck, the Victory Chris- 
tian Centre's Family Christmas Banquet will 
be serving turkey dinner at the Shaw Confer- 
ence Centre, and members of the queer com- 


munity can find a feast fit for a queen at the 
Pride Centre 

After feasting head to Candy Cane Lane, or 
the legislature grounds to take in some of the 
best Christrnas light displays in the city, 

~ Finally, catch one of the blockbusters open- 
ing in theatres. There are several to choose 
from, including Guy Ritchie's adaptation of 
Sherlock Holmes, and Terry Gilliam’s The 
Imaginarium of Dr. Parnassus, For full movie 
Ustings tur to page 41, and happy holidays. 


edmonton See magazine  Decsnbe 24 Deemer 20,2009 


| 


the front 





8 AM | PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 
Christmas Bureau volunteers Glenn Baker and Real Demers 
fill boxes of food to be loaded into waiting vehicles for delivery. 
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Ch VIX: MURDER IN THE PARLOR" 
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And so, T've called you all in here 
because I've solved the mystery! 
of Lord Bartelsham's murder / 





* 
was preparing to divorce you. And], 
now you stand to inherit millions! 

























it would be too obvious’ 


So you couldn't be the murderer! 





Bartelsham's best friend, Col 
Tomkinson--you secretly despised] 
him for kicking you off the 

cricket team back at Chetnam 


























But that had to bea 
red bessiog: It was revealed 
too @arly in the story! 










And the faithful servant, Miss 





tunity, the means and motive! 





This isn't a murder 
mystery at all / 











Chiddingfold. You had the oppor- 





sufficiently developed 


Yet it couldn't be you, because here] So, with all three possible 
itis the denouement, and : 
Your character hasn't been Jonly one solution remains! 






suspects ruled out, 









\t's a science fickion story! This 
parlor is 2 clever illusion ! 





But wait / These aliens are crudely 
and unimaginatively drawn! Could 
it be that this is reall 








a satirical 
Comic 
strip?! 
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MY TOWNSCOTT L E 

IN WHICH OUR GUY GOES ALL 
CSI AND TRIES TO TRACK DOWN 
A SMALL-TIME CHRISTMAS 
PURSE THIEF 





Twas the week before Christmas 
and the cold burst through the front 
door with her as she announced that 
someone had stolen her purse and 
school bag from the car when she 
went into the gas station two blocks 
from our house to pay for her fill- 
up. She suspected a very aggressive 
panhandler who had been hanging 
around outside the store and who 
disappeared about the same time her 
stuff did. The cashier at the gas sta- 
tion fingered him as the likely culprit, 
but offered no further assistance. 
Naturally, she was upset in ways she 
wasn't quite ready to articulate, so 
she just swore. 

The police advised us to abandon 
hope of seeing any of that stuff 
again, but we had to do something, if 
only to feel like we were responding 
to the situation. So we leashed up the 
dog, pulled on toques, scarves, gloves 
and boots, and went out to see if we 
could find on foot anything the thief 


| had examined closely enough to re- 


alize it was of absolutely no value 
to anyone Along with cash, keys, 


| Christmas gifts and a well-loved 





scarf from Peru, he (or she)'d cap- 
tured a batch of battered educational 
DVDs from the library and a bale of 
Grade 7 homework, quite a substan- 
tial harvest for such a chicken-shit 
feat of larceny. 

Maybe the worthless stuff had 
been jettisoned somewhere near the 
scene of the crime. 

Late shoppers and their cars were 
just vacating the nearby mall parking 
lot, or maybe they had all been at the 
HIN1 immunization clinic around 


| the corner from the teeming Zeller's 


and Home Depot, which tinnily 
seeped pop Christmas music across 
the frozen tarmac. 

Supermarket and liquor store both 
hummed with patrons. Smokers 
puffed outside the Smitty's Lounge 
and a gaggle of teens in flimsy hood- 
ies and sneakers headed for the late 
show at the mall's crumbling multi- 
plex 

We inspected the 
struction McDonald’s and the Tim 
Horton's dumpster, checked the BP 
Lounge to see if the miscreant had 
repaired to the nearest watering 


under-con- 


A Degree of 
Disappointment 


ay «\ 
yf \ 


hole to celebrate the good fortune of 
someone else's momentary vulner 
ability, but we came up dry. A circuit 
around the mall perimeter turned up 
no further clues, nor did the inspec 
tion of the mall transit station yield 
so much as a spiral notebook. No 
pre-Christmas miracle seemed to be 
forthcoming 

Cutting across the wind-assailed 
field of blacktop, we headed back 
toward the gas station in the sear 
ing cold. As we stood waiting for 
the light to change, we watched a 
guy come out of the gas station. He 
checked all the doors of a car parked 
near the pumps but, finding them all 
locked, got into the car adjacent, fired 
it up and drove away. Fucker! Appar- 
ently ripping off cars at gas stations 
is more prevalent than we had previ 
ously thought. 

A bearded guy in a ball cap, dirty 
coat and scarf smoked a partial ciga- 
rette near the convenience store en- 
trance, stamping his feet against the 
cold. She walked right up to him and 
asked him if he had stolen her stuff. 

He said he didn’t steal, he worked 
for a living. He said he just asked 
people for what they could spare, he 
didn't take anything from anyone 
and he never would because that was 
bad karma. He looked from one to 
the other of us, then down at the dog 
straining against the leash toward 
him. 

So, she said, did you take my 
stuff? 

No, he said. I don’t steal. | just ask 
for change. Speaking of which, | 
don't suppose you folks would have 
anything to spare — no, I guess you 
wouldn't, 

He started to explain himself 
again, but we waved him off with 
vague apologies and turned to head 
home, wondering if her keys would 
make their way back at a time when 
we were both out of the house. We 
wondered if stuff like this happened 
in our part of town all the time We 
wondered if stuff like this is bound 
to happen anyway, but more likely 
to happen around Christmas when 
people who are generally S.O.L. have 
their noses rubbed in it by ubiquitous 
displays of affluence and the nigh- 
universal equation of the spirit of the 
season with purchasing power. 

As for our hard feelings, we real- 
ized that people who live in a city 
that occasionally transforms into the 
coldest inhabited place in the world 
and where our local champions fre- 
quently give up four goals in the third 
period to snatch defeat from the jaws 
of victory, you have to be braced for a 
certain amount of disappointment. 

The dog, on the other hand, was 
quite pleased to be taken out for a 
walk, 
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66 OUR RESPONSE WILL BE FOR THE GOVERNMENT 










TO HONOUR ITS COMMITMENTS. 
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CUTTING FUNDS FOR DISABLED GROUPS 
IS NOT WHAT ALBERTANS WANT 





The timing is either extraordinarily callous, 
or extraordinarily cynical. But whatever 

the reasoning, the provincial government's 
plan to cut $12 million from the People With 
Developmental Disabilities Program stinks 
on every level. 

Telling agencies that assist our most 
vulnerable citizens that they'll have to make 
due with less just before Christmas is worse 
than Scrooge himself. Maybe they were 
hoping that it would almost go without 
notice when the public is reoccupled with 
Christmas. If so, it didn’t work. 

The PDD program is designed to support 
adults with developmental disabilities to 
be included in community life, and be as 
independent as possible. For the families of 
people with serious developmental disabili- 
ties, it can be the difference between living 
a near normal life, anda life of that revolves 
entirely around a disabled family member, 
PDD enables people to live, lear, work, and 
be active in thelr communities, a laudable 
goal. The program supports 9,100 Albertans, 
and operates on a budget of $604 million. 

Mary Anne Jablonski, the minister of 
community supports, blames the Grinch-like 
announcement on her hopes that her de- 
partment would be spared the recent round 
of government penny pinching. Apparently, 
Jablonski believes in Santa. When the num- 
bers crunchers sald no, Jablonski was had to 
announce the cuts just before Christmas. 

In any event, Jablonski says, the two per 
cent cut shouldn't make much of a differ- 
ence, because the goverment has told the 
agencies it supports to trim administra- 
tive costs. But we're talking public service 





agencies here, not the government. These 
agencies run very close to the bone when. 
it comes to funding, and there seems to be 
little or no chance that they will be able to 
lose two per cent of their funding and not 
have it impact their clients. 

There were other signs last week that the 
government is looking at its spending from 
the bottom up, hoping to pinch enough 


Pennies to save millions. The traditional free | 


Christmas turkey meal for hospital work- 
ers has been cancelled. Last week, It was 
revealed that patients at Alberta Hospital 
Edmonton would have to pay for their own 
toiletries and snacks, a decision that was 
quickly put on hold to deflect the inevitable 
outcry. (This policy will retum, guaranteed.) 
It's miserly and cold hearted, at best, to go 
after citizens who are at their most vulner 
able and most in need of goverment as- | 
sistance. What Isa government for, indeed. if | 
Not to help its citizens in need? | 
So, where to cut? Where to begin? | 
How about the $40 million in bonuses 
paid to senior bureaucrats? Or how about 
Cutting the $15 million budget for the Public 
Affairs Bureau? Or perhaps grounding 
ministers from taking their costly and usu- 
ally pointless junkets around the world? Or 
clawing back some of the millions that go 
into propping up the moribund horse racing 
Industry? How about the tens of thousands 
of dollars that have gone to the children 
of highly paid government employees who | 
work at our offices in Washington, Germany 
and elsewhere so they may attend private 
schools? 
See how simple it is? 





BY THE NUMBERS WHO NEEDS SANTA 





HOLIDAY SPENDING IN CANADA 
SOURCE: SCOTIABANK CANADA, FROM A POLL BY HARRIS/DECIMA 








GIFT CARDS 44% 
ELECTRONICS 35% | 
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‘OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
WHAT IS ALL THIS CRAP ON 
OUR CHRISTMAS TREE? 





Writing a column about politics is 
difficult at the best of times, and the 
week leading up to Christmas is not 
what | would call the best of times 

The politicians are all in their con- 
stituencies, snug in their beds, with 
visions of patronage plums dancing 
in their heads. Politicos and bureau- 
crats go into deep hibernation. When 
| was in the political field, I loved the 
Christmas-New Year's season. No 
work to do, no expectations, no me- 
dia questions. For at least two blessed 
weeks, you were off the clock. 

Therefore, I am off the clock this 
week as well. It's hard to write about 
politics when the politicians reso- 
lutely refuse to do anything stupid. 
So this week, no politics. Let's talk 
Christmas, specifically Christmas 
traditions 


Christmas is a time of tradition 
But where do these traditions come 
from? 

Glad you asked. Historians and 
cultural anthropologists have traced 
the origins of every beloved Christ- 
mas tradition. Take the Christmas 
tree, for example. There's a fasci- 
nating story behind our tradition of 
killing an innocent tree, dragging it 
into our homes, decorating it to look 
like a Vegas showgirl, then throwing 
it out. I don’t know what it is, but I'm 
sure it's fascinating. Maybe one of 
you can look it up, and report back to 
me in time for next year's Christmas 
column. 

In my tiny little corner of the world, 
where my offshoot of the Tougas 
family celebrates this season we call 
X, we have our own traditions. Some 
of them have been handed down 
through the generations, like the one 
where we all gather around the tree 
on Christmas morn, and give each 
other “gifts”. This is followed by a 
day of monumental eating. | believe 
this tradition is unique to my family. 

I've often heard people talk about 
“starting” a tradition, but this can't 
be done, Traditions have to emerge 
organically, often going unnoticed 
for years until someone says: “We 


Tale Of The Headless Elf 


do this every year, like some kind 
of annual tradition or something.” 
Only after a period of several years 
(at least two) can any event be de- 
clared a tradition. Armed with this 
knowledge, you can now snuff out 
any potentially irritating or just plain 
stupid Christmas traditions before 
they take root. 

Some traditions, however, cannot 
be killed, no matter how deserving 
they may be of extermination. 

For instance, a tradition has taken 
root in my house, and every year 
1 miss my chance to crush it. Back 
around 2003, strictly as a joke, I 
strung a ribbon through the hole 
of a CD (one of those enticements 
that come in the mail to subscribe 
to the “new and improved” version 
of AOL) and hung it on the tree. I 
thought it was going to be a one-hit 
wonder, but somehow it made it back 
on the tree the next year, as a tribute 
to a “commercial Christmas”, as one 
of the boys put it. This year, the com- 
mercial Christmas CD was back, and 
1 came within moments of finally 
tossing it, My sons, however, raised 
such a stink that the AOL CD re- 
turned for a seventh straight season. 

Our Christmas tree is laden with 

TOUGAS cont'd onp.8 
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tradition, much of it very mysteri- 
ous. For example, we have a cute 
little Mickey Mouse decoration, with 
Mickey all tangled up in tree lights. 


I don’t know where it came from, 


because nobody in my house is a 

Mickey Mouse fan. We also have a 
| Big Bird with a gift A cow holding 
a banner that says Have a Moory 
Christmas. A Santa playing a saxo- 
phone. Not one, but two A&W root 
bears 


We also have former hockey star 
€ric Lindros as a decoration. My 
oldest son was a fanatical fan of Lin- 
dros, and in the ultimate act of sacri 
lege (and a sign of his devotion), the 
Lindros figure has migrated to our 
manger scene, right in there with 
Joseph and Mary. It's actually quite 
funny, but I have a feeling that we're 
all going to pay for that someday. 

There are any number of home 
made decorations, usually built with 
Popsicle sticks and riddled with mis: 
spellings. (One of them says, as far 
as I can tell, ‘Merry Chrigtn’,) 

None of these trinkets have any 


real significance, but it wouldn't be 
Christmas without them. But only 
one holds an honored space upon 
our tree ... The Headless Elf. 

The Headless Elf — which, for the 
record, once had a head — has been 
part of my childhood Christmas dec 
orations since as far back as | can re- 
member. (Dad hasn't put a new deco 
ration on his tree since about 1962. 
even the tinsel is vintage.) When my 
sons saw The Headless Elf hanging 
on their grandfather's tree, it imme 
diately appealed to their sentimental 
side, who saw the comedic value of a 
decapitated decoration. They were so 
taken with it, that their grandpa gave 
it to them (that's my story, anyway) 
and we now have The Headless Elf 
hanging on our tree. 

I understand some of my siblings 
are jealous of my acquisition, but 
nobody is taking The Headless Elf 
off of my tree. My oldest son made 
noises about taking the Headless Elf 
for his own Christmas tree, but he 
was disuaded from this nothing by 
threats that he would become a head: 


less elf if he ever mentioned taking 
the Headless Elf again 
It's a tradition, after all 





Shocking Photo! | Headless Elf captured in natural 
habitat. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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DINING- MIXED PLATE - BY SCOTT LINGLEY | 61 worus 


A Holiday Snapshot Of Recent Restaurant Meals 





FROM SUSHI TO DONAIR TO fogged pre-Christmas landscape 
VIETNAMESE, A SMORGASBORD It's odd that I've never had re. 
OF PRE-CHRISTMAS DINING course to talk about | Love Sushi 
EXPERIENCES (10106-105th St.), as I've eaten there 
countless times. Once the premises 
| LOVE SUSHI; DUKE'S DINER; SAIGON CUISINE of Café Demi Tasse, an unsustain- 
Various locations ably delicious and affordable down- 





Don't know about you, but this time 
of year I primarily subsist on garbage 
The byways of festive work/social 
intercourse are lined with heaping 
cheese trays garnished with kale, fes- 
tive bowls of smaller sweet or salty 
things to stuff into your mouth and 
opulent gift baskets with four kinds 
of crackers and a box of shortbread. 
The assorted incarnations of choco- 
late, deli meats, salty snack foods and 
suspiciously coloured candy canes 
I've eaten this week, to say noth- 
ing of the silly-making post-work 
libations in which that gut-churning 
stew of fat-rich odds and ends was 
forced to swim, would most likely 
make a goat puke. 

The unfortunate side effect of all 
this lazy foraging was that I ate spo- 
radically and indifferently the rest of 
the time — all to bring the riveting 
result to you! I give you holiday snap 
shots of recent restaurant meals as 
| charted my way through the ice- 


town lunch place, 1 Love Sushi has 
the same problem of trying to efface 
a fairly chanceless setting in terms of 
ambience. The fact that | can barely 
recall any details of its physical char- 





the flaky, crisp-fried chicken cutlet, 
chopped and slathered with sweet- 


salty teriyaki that anchors the meal 





and gives you something to sop up 
with all that rice. | did get two pieces 
each of salmon and tuna sashimi and 
two rounds of maki with fried shrimp 
and avocado, as well as the requisite 
pickled ginger and blob of wasabi 
One time in five | get a piece of tuna 
at I Love Sushi that tastes faintly 
tidal, but usually everything seems 








diner atmosphere — checkerboard 
floor, red leatherette booths — and 
emblems of the restaurant as a cam 
pus/neighbourhood landmark with 
the undisguised fact that this here 
is a donair shop. I ordered a cheese 
donair ($6.50) along with the cheese 
donair’s best friend, a half litre of 
chocolate milk. For the record, Duke's 
does everything from subs to burgers 
to souvlaki and falafel. But I always 
have the donair. It's not as huge as 


THE DUKE SEEMS TO LIKE HIS MEAT MORE PEPPERY AND CRISP 
THAN INDUSTRY STANDARD, AND IT’S THE ONLY PLACE 1 CAN THINK OF 
WHERE THE DONAIR DOESN'T TURN INTO A SODDEN MESS IN THE LAST 

FEW BITES BECAUSE OF THE HYPERAPPLICATION OF SAUCE. 





acteristics, aside from whimsical 
Japanese tapestries and not-entirely- 
successful photographic depictions 
of menu items on the walls, speaks 
volumes 

But the food and service are reliably 
good. You can assemble a meal out of 
sushi and sides or opt for the bento 
box ($10.25) with equally satisfying 
results. Today, for example, | en- 
joyed the sashimi bento with teriyaki 
chicken, which also came with miso, 
green salad and rice. Even though 
the sashimi gets top billing, it's really 


quite fresh and the rainbow maki — a 
roll-up of rice, seaweed, tempura bits 
and fish roe encircled with sashimi, 
cooked shrimp and avocado ~ is well 
worth trying. 

You may not have heard and they 
don’t seem to have had time to 
change the sign on their U of A-prox- 
imal strip-mall location, but Duke's 
Donair is actually formally known 
as Duke's Diner (11636-87th Ave.) 
Don't worry though, it hasn't lost any 
of its well used, ersatz charm, which 
combines faint gestures toward a 


some in its class, but it stands up 
well nonetheless. The Duke seerns 
to like his meat more peppery and 
crisp than industry standard, and it's 
the only place I can think of where 
the donair doesn’t turn into a sodden 
mess in the last few bites because of 
the hyperapplication of sauce. 
Finally, 1 fleetingly made the ac- 
quaintance of Saigon Cuisine (2503 
Tudor Glen, St. Albert) one evening 
after driving through acre after 
acre of chain restaurants and big 
box stores in its near whereabouts. 


Again, creating an esthetic impres 
sion did not seem to be foremost on 
the proprietorship's mind, though 
expecting otherwise would bespeak a 
lack of experience with Vietnamese 
restaurants. Fluorescent-lit, drafty, 
with used plates on tables the only 
person who appeared to be on duty 
that night hadn't managed to get to 
yet, radio drizzling in the background 
— pretty much standard issue 

So was the vermicelli with grilled 
pork, spring rolls and miraculous 
little spongy homemade pork balls 
($9). All the usual ingredients were 
noodles 
shredded carrots, cucumber lettuce, 


there: rice tossed with 


sprouts, green onions and fresh 
herbs, topped with seasoned strips 
of grilled meat, the aforementioned 
pig orts and a small, flat spring roll 
chopped in three. Pour on the fish 
sauce and a dab of chilly paste, toss 
it around and you've got a meal. I 
wouldn't hold Saigon Cuisine up as 
an exemplar of Vietnamese noodles 
in flavour or quantity, but it was an 
oasis in that particular neck of St. 
Albert and their kim chi was of the 
sweet, crunchy, pickled kind that 
slowly accumulates a face-burning 
heat as you eat. That'll keep the chill 
off 
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ENCHANTED FOREST DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE, 8700-84 
ST, FORT SASKATCHEWAN TO JAN 10 Christmas tree display. 
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LATIN NIGHT FUNKY BUDDHA, 1034) WHYTE AVE Dance 
lessons. Wednesdays at 9 p.m. Info: 433-9676. 

LEARN MORRIS DANCE #19 KEEGANO HALL, RICHFIELD 
RD. 36A AVE Free Lessons. Saturdays at 10 a.m. Info: 





47-826. 
Infor www. fortsask.ca | 
MEDITATION AND BUDDHIST PRACTICE KARMA 
FS aE ean | TASHILIN, 1502-70 AVE Wednesdays at7 
EDs See Info wwwkarmatashiingca 
Seales. 235 pat. UD TYME DOLE AM EAST 
pe Ne HOT PICK VIEW COMMUNITY HALL 1086057 
CROSSING LBRARY, 421106. DEC 
50 Showing, The Polar Express. LIVEMAGIC [FAMILY FUN (VE. Free fie lessons: Mondays 
S0Shouing: at pum Inf 456-8510. 
25pm MAGIC‘N MIRACLES PAUL SVEEN TEACHES STAND 
MAGIC'W’ MIRACLES UBLEE 2BILLUSIONISTS UP COMEDY HE LAUGH SHOP, 
AUDITORIUM, 1145-87 AVE. DEC DEC 28 40 om. £730 pm. ‘2ND FLOOR, 10368 WHYTE AVE. 
78 Featuring Hlsionists Muay JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Mondays. (all for detain next 
Hatfield, and Teresa. Shows at 4:30 class. info woww.thelaughshop. 
jum, and730 pan Tickets: ww aa 
tidetmasterca 
‘THE SCIENCE OF TOYS TELUS WORLD OF 
SORES ees OS SCIENCE, THT. TOAN Taig look tte way toys 
SPORTSHORL, 7-04 hus and iay2t7 | ee eee wen 
Saurday at pm, and fam Sunday ap Inf: WW. | Srann yp coMEDY WORKSHOPS THELAUGH SHOP 2N0 
sports-world.sa. nt 
VICTORY CHRISTIANCENTRES FAMILY CHRISTMAS OOK SPH TEAVE Tusa 6 nn wn 
BANQUET SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE S797 ASPERAVE. 
‘DEC 25 Free turkey, clothing, food hampers. and entertain- TSE at igantnceineabaeetor, 
ment Spm Sat 8pm 
WITH ALATIN TWIST ENCORE CLUB, #116 957-8 ST. Salsa 
MEETINGS 7 
AWA 2 STEP SUPPORT GROUP ERAESIDE PRESEY- 
TERUN CHURCH, #6 BERNARD OR, ST ALBERT A weekly QUEER 
meeting to support members of alcoholic and dysfunctional FOR QUEERS EMPRESS ALE HOUSE 9912-2 AVE 
{amilies. Mondays at 730 pm. DECZ7 With D) Double Tights. 
CANADIAN MENTALHEALTH ASSOCIATION 004571) | ocx worn’ BOOK CUB SECONDCUPI2ST.8 
Feat dop-nsupor gun Weds 2t 630m.) yoy yey Wednesday. 73.1 I: bokworm 
teamedmonton.a. 
COVEREATERS ANONYMOUS MISERICOROUA HOSPTAL 
COFFEE & OPEN MIC NIGHT PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11 AVE. 
16540-87 AVE Weekly support meetings. Saturdays a uaremiVe wren 
am infec 3546. (COMMUNITY POTLUCK PRIDE CENTRE, 954011 AVE A 
‘potluck open to all members of the LGBTQ community. A 
LEARNING | time to get togethes, share a meal and meet peopl fom 
the community. Last Tue of month. Doors at 7 p.m. nf. 
ARGENTINE TANGO CLASSES WITH CRISTINA & tutfshanca, 
\VICENTE ORANGE HALL. 10335-84 AVE. Beginners, ints- | Ly. WEDNESDAYS PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-1 AVE. Various 
‘mediate/advance. Mondays at 7:30 p.m. Into: 905- 8505/ doit yourself projects. 3 pum, info: 488-3234, 
vamtango@yahoo.a ‘DRAG QUEEN PERFORMANCE SHOW BUDDY PUB, 
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SRR Oven sierra support group for people ving with HIV. Tuestiays at 7 pum. 
908-762. 
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Inf: BT7-9T5-9448/488-S768. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-117 
AVE socal discussion group for gay, bisexual and | 
‘vansgendered men to discuss current issues and to offer 
support to each othes. Every Sun. 7 p.m. Info: robwells7BOS 
hotmailcom 


PRIDE CENTRE'S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER | 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. DEC 25 2 p.m. Infor admin 
pnidecentreofedmonton org. 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLING PRIDE CENTRE 9540-7) 
AVE. Every Wednesday extent for the first Wednesday of 
‘evey month. 7 pum. nfo: 488 3234, 

‘SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-171 AVE A social 
and support group for seniors of all genders and semualities 
‘to talk, have tea and offer each other support. Every Tue and 
Thu. | pm info: tutffishaw.ca | 


ACTIVISM 


providing programs on economy, community health. tras 








| ing in HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment, and harm reduction. 


Instruction in French, English, and African 
languages. Admission free for members, 


EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSO- 
‘mesnbership S10. nfo: 490-7332. 
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aticipuinie sete avn XMAS DINNER | ALL AGES TTINECARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
ocees FAMILY BAY petted 
artists. and ‘AM NQUET sas cuisine 
volunteers onan ongning basis. Traditional family perp ducarmdyrirea 
Wed at 7 p.m. Info: 434-9736 or ‘turkey dinner forall 5-7 pm Etucation North 4-106, 
contactisedrantorsmaliorssorg Dec. 255 pn Free lalteaaeeens 
(MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDA- CONVENTION CENTRE Ha tiene town 
| THON WORY CLUB, 10306-M ST 3d THOUGHTRUL TUESDAY DOCUMER- 
4th Sat every month. 9am-5 pum. Faculté TARY SERIES STEEPS TEA LOUNGE. 1M6 
Saint-Jean 6406-91 St, fm }18 Organization WHYTEAVE Every Tuesday. Screnings fee inf: 
for the emancipation and autonomy of African women, | 988-8105 : 
michaelaisteepstes com. 
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MUSIC: PEACE - BY MIKE DEANE (776 words 


66 WE REALLY WANT TO BE A REAL ROCK BAND, 
BECAUSE NONE OF US HAS BEEN IN 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT BEFORE. 





Peace On Earth, Goodwill to Edmonton 


WHY DON'T YOU GIVE PEACE A 
CHANCE, DUDE. THE BAND OF FORMER 
EDMONTONIANS COMES BACK FOR A 
NIGHT AT THE ARTERY 





PEACE 
With Puberty, Friendo, Sans AIDS, and Surprise Guest. 
The Artery (9535 Jasper Avenue). Dec. 29, Tickets: $10, available at the door. 





Many people are wishing for peace on earth 
this Christmas, but I think we'll have to settle 
for Peace in Edmonton. The band, made up of 
four Edmonton ex-pats now living in Vancou 

ver, will return on Dec. 29, and Edmonton-will 
happily welcome them back. If their last show 
in Edmonton (Weird Fest in November) is an 
indication, you may see the following things 
300 dancing people singing along and swarm 


ing the stage, a completely naked drummer, a 





er wearing a T-shirt and fishnets, tasteful 
and warranted guitar solos. One thing that will 
most certainly happen will be Peace getting 
their catchy-but-strange rock'n'roll on, and 
playing for a crowd that appreciates them like 


only a hometown can 





Singer/guitarist Dan Geddes, whom | caught 
up with on the phone while he was buying a 
burger in Vancouver, left Edmonton a little over 


a year ago, and the reception he gets when he 
returns is like nothing he experiences in Van 
couver, and like nothing he experienced’ while 
living Edmonton 

Here, in Vancouver, the response varies, some- 
times it's really good, but we've played to no 
one, too. The Edmonton response is amazing, 
maybe a little too amazing” Geddes laughs. 
Edmonton shows love now that he's gone, but 
when Geddes was here playing in other bands, 
The Bummers, Brazilville and Down North, 
he wasn't getting the same response. Peace is 
made up of four Edmontonians who went to 
high school together in Edmonton, but formed 
a band once they'd all immigrated to the 
warmer climes of Vancouver. The hometown 
response, however, may be due to the music’s 
more accessible sound 
“The goal is to just be a rock band. Almost like 
a traditional styled rock band, with two guitars 


< words will. nelP? 


and guitar solos. We just really wanted to be a 
real rock band, because none of us has been in 
something like that before,” Geddes explains in 
his lolling drawl. Even though the band is more 
normal, they can't go all the way to radio rock 
“Things are going to get a bit more weird in 
the next little while though. It won't be psyche- 
delic, but it'll be more out-of-key, out-of-tune 
stuff, so the weirdness will be built into the mu- 
sicality rather than production.” 

Other things have changed as well in Geddes’ 
songwriting. Those who remember The Bum- 
mers (Geddes’ two-piece that is reuniting to 
play a show Dec. 27 at the Pawn Shop), will re- 
member Geddes’ blunt, wry, purposefully juve- 
nile and witty lyrics, but with Peace he's trying 
to get away from songs about hamburgers and 
girls, “trying” being the operative word. 


Peace Out | The Peace dudes sure know how to party, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


“Most of the lyrics describe a general sense of 
confusion. But the other thing is that | thought 
that I wasn’t writing about girls any more, but 
I guess the rest of the band just assumed I was 
still writing love songs,” he says. “With Peace 
it's more of a description, I’m trying not to talk 
too much about how I feel. I've already done it 
a lot in the past, with bands like The Bummers, 
where the lyrics were just all about feelings. I 
just wanted to describe things and let people 
make what they want of it, just make it a little 
less direct.” 

Geddes is direct about not missing certain 
things about Edmonton — when we talked it 
was -32 in Edmonton and +3 in Vancouver — 
but he does recognize the positive qualities that 
he’s left behind. 

“The big problem in Vancouver is with venues; 





they keep getting shut down, and then new 
ones are opening, They're mostly shut down 
by authorities because they're in warehouses 
with no liquor licences and drunk under-aged 
kids hanging around all the time. And those are 
usually the best venues, because there aren't re 

ally any great bars to play in right now. I think 
because there are no established places to con- 
gregate, it really makes it difficult to develop a 
cohesive music scene. Like in Edmonton, there 
are always a couple of venues going at any giv- 
en time, and the same people go to the shows 
all the time. And it's more of a social event to 
go to a show in Edmonton, and get wasted and 
do a bunch of dumb stuff with your friends. 
Also, people don't go apeshit at shows like they 
do in Edmonton.” 

Hometown pride at its best. 


on 








HOT TICKETS - THIS WEEK’S MUST-SEE SHOWS 





Brixx Bar | Dec. 26 


Sangsara and Special Guests 


The Pawnshop | Dec. 27 


| Cadence WeaponandFriends | AMummers Boxing Day Party 


Wunderbar Hofbrauhaus | Dec. 26 


Not everything need be sweetness and 
light for the holidays. After almost a de- 
cade In Toronto, Edmonton's metal/indus- 
trial ensemble Sangsara returmed home for 
good last year. 
There's been some growing pains and 
epiphanies with the band, which will 
only add a little edge to the dark dance 
party this weekend, Another treat for 
the night will be The Silent Alarm's DJ 
Process, also known as Adrian White from 
a range of bands including Front Line As- 
sembly and Strapping young Lad. 


with very 


Front Line Assembly 


Icon Of Geil, Zombie Girl 


from 





Have Yourself a Metal Little Christmas | Edmonton's favourite metalheads return home on Dec. 26. 
Photo Supplied 
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Edmonton's Roland Pemberton Ill and Weird | 


Canada, supporting Canada's musical fring- 
es, are hosting a Home Coming party featur- 
Ing Montreal's Silly Kissers and Etown ex-pat 
Sean Nicholas Savage, back with a brand 
new album Spread Free Like a Butterfly. 
Rounding out the bill is Makeout Videotape 
and The Bummers. 

But if you're in the spirit of warm welcomes, 
The Bummers and Savage will be joined by 
Matt Perri and The Wicked Awesomes for a 
Welcome Home/ CJSR Benefit gig at New 
City Monday night. 


Mash-up Halloween and Christmas and get 
weird! The mummers tradition goes back 
to Newfoundland, and even further back 
‘over the Atlantic. The idea is, folks dress up 
in old clothes and costumes, obscuring their 
identity. Then they head out to visit friends 
and familles and eat and drink anonymously 
until thelr identity is guessed, Any excuse to 
dress up and party is a good one, and being 2 
holiday tradition is an even better one. If you 
need some inspiration, check out the Simini's 
“Newfoundland Mummers” video on www. 
youtube.com. 
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COMMENTARY - AROUND TOWN | 688 WORDS 


And A Merry 
Christmas To You 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

SO WHAT IF FISHISN’T IN THE 
MOST CHRISTMASSY OF 
MOODS — HE'S STILL GONE TO 
SOME GREAT PARTIES 





Christmas is a machine of 
sorts, or perhaps more accurately 
let's imagine a time “prison,” where 
we're forced to hang out with shad- 
ow people long abandoned in our 
hearts and current, more convenient 
settings. Ohhh, good, that person 
again. Please, do come up to ask me 
with whom I'll be spending the next 
few days, as if this in any honest way 
matters to either of us on the linger- 
ing trip to the grave, As if we've ever, 
in fact, been close enough to hon- 
estly wonder about tiny dinner sche- 
matics and the organizational calen- 
dars of progenitor strangers unmet 
unknown, and — God forbid — who 
might have the story of some ail- 


time 


ment or problem surrounding them 
to extend this pointless exchange of 





permanence to its end, the fact we 
all eventually become dead to each 
other, metaphorical or otherwise 

If, in the case of the open-mouthed 
shuffling-along hebetude populating 
our no-longer-biggest mall on the 
planet, the die-off scurries in a little 
quicker, the gods will have my open 
gratitude, as well as my skills with a 
shovel 

Having said that, I've been having 
one of the most fun and dutifully 
heathen alleged “masses of Christ 
in a while, with the sheer number 
of quality, drunken friends 1 can 
only hope you share in some way. If 
everyone is coming home either be 
cause it's the end of the decade or just 
the end of the world, it really makes 
no difference, it’s just 





eally nic 





to 





see most of you again 

The Black Dog's Christrnas party 
Monday night was just such a re 
union as Santa gave out various Sap 
poro crap hurled at the floor in search 
of gift certificates. The Whoville 
Christmas tree was a sweet touch, 
and the place was warm as ever, re- 
gardless of whose bar it is now. 

The Birch Heart bash at Studio 


€ was even better, full of reckless 





dancing, drunken local celebrities 
and even the strange little fight that 


sent two sprawling onto the floor. Mr. 








predictable memes. These lifeless 
statistical queries are only ten times 
worse coming from within the vague 
arrangement of houses we call our 
families, where thankfully half the 
time most attention is directed at the 
defecation variations and mishaps 
of any living thing that can't flush a 
toilet, or is on the road to this state 
of being. 

Of course, the flip side — the posi- 
tive — outshines this, and | apolo- 
gize for the part of my disposition 
which cannot help but call this time 
of year at best a torturous, grueling 
social gulag. One where only a long 
bath alone in the dark can briefly 
keep away the obligations and duty 
of maintaining successful human 
relationships, each to the last none- 
theless doomed to its own, quick- 
ening desaturation. Or perhaps a 
moldering alienation via structural 
differences usually centering on the 
transmission of more useless chil- 
dren into this world and sucking the 
potential for adult conversation out 
of every single shared moment. Or, 
if we might explore this idea of false 


Cadence Weapon returned from the 
Canadian Orient to spin his pound: 
ing marches, and reports progress on 
various electro projects we'll get to in 
good time in 2010, the Year We Make 
Contact. Of course, Platinum Blonde 
already made “Contact” in 1987, but 
the song was a rather meaningless 


signpost on their own road to the | 


Grey Valleys 


One last thing. If you want to see | 


the actual best film of the year, it 
turns out'to be a 70-minute review of 
Star Wars: Episode 1 
Menace by Red Letter Media. That's 


right, 70 minutes. But it's one of the | 


funniest fucking things I've ever 
watched, first in its succinct and mer 
ciless evisceration of the film, sec- 
ond in character, as the mumbling, 
cursing reviewer is an uber-geek, 
curmudgeonly grandfather, also a 
serial killer. No great knowledge of 
Star Wars prequels is necessary, and 
little respect for them will in fact es 
cape. I don’t want to spoil any jokes, 
just please look it up on YouTube or 
slashfilm.com. I swear, it’s incredible. 
And merry Christmas. 
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MUSIC: MACEWAN - BY RANDY BROSOSKY 453 worts 


MacEwan Music Students 
Make Suite Sounds 


STUDENTS, ALUMNI AND 
FACULTY SHOW OFF THE SUITE 
SOUNDS OF THE MACEWAN 
MUSIC PROGRAM 





SONGS FROM MY HEART 
‘Available for sale online at the MacEwan bookstore: www. 
MacEwan.ca/bookstore vent details 





The students in MacEwan 





sity’s music program have 





their hearts, Literally. Song From My 
Heart is the fifth CD produced by the 
program, and looks like it won't be 
the last 

The rewards of this type of project 
include a tangible sense of validation 
as well as promotion opportunities 
for the music program. Also, as Al 
Gilliland, head of 


lan compe 






at MacEwan, says, “You just re 


how much great stuff is getting done 





in and around the college.” Gilliland 


was commissioned to compose a 
suite of songs that would show off 
the real potential of the program. 
“MacEwan Suite,” the end product 
of four months of composition and 
two months of recording, is the high 
light of the CD. Its four diverse parts 


were tailored to show a number (but 


by no means all) of the strengths of 
the music program highlighting four 
of its most “public” ensembles 

Silk,” a 


showcase of the program's Big Band 


The suite begins with 





Ensemble. Next is “Night on the 
Hook,” written for the Guitar Band 
a guitar | semble that was 


formed over 20 years ago to address 
admit 





ne large number of guitari: 





ted to the program. “Sweet Song 
a number for showcase bands, with 
lyrics written by alumnus Chloe Al 


bert, whi eived the New / 





Emerg. 
ing Artist of the Year nod at the 2008 
Canadian Folk Music Awards. The 
suite rounds off with Sambake, the 





percussion piece. Anyone who thinks 








percussion is just drums needs to get 
a copy of this CD. 

Indeed, the diversity of the Mac 
Ewan program is reflected in the 


diversity of the tracks. Song From 
My Heart is a real testament to a 
program that has around 150 stu 
Which 


gave the producers a huge resource 


dents in it at any one time 


of musicians and songs to pick from 
We were going through two or three 
years’ worth of stuff, the variety was 
said Gilliland 


stunning, it was just 





How Sulte it Is | MacEwan's new release. Song 
From My Heart, PHOTO SUPPLIED 
amazing, 

And just how amazing is it to be 
featured on the disc? 





It's cool. It's really says 
McLean, who's band The 
rs appears on the CD. 


McLean and his bandmates met in 
the program and are already starting 
to gig around town 

According to McLean, the CD will 
definitely help land more gigs as it is 
probably the most affordable profes 
sional demo one could dream of, as 
well as proving the credibility of his 
training, 

McLean couldn't feel better about 
the album. “I'm so happy to be on it 


Just to say | went to MacEwan. 
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MUSIC -SILLY KESSERS « BY MIKE DEANE | 889 wos 


The Synth-Pop Sounds of The Silly Kissers 





‘THE SILLY KISSERS. 

With Sean Nicholas Savage, Makeout Videotape. The 
‘Bummers, and DJ Cadence Weapon. 

Dec Z1.The Pawn Shop (10545 82 Avenue).. 

Tickets: $10, avaliable at Blackbyrd Myoazick and atthe 
doo. 





The good ones always get away. 
But, sometimes they do come back, 
if only momentarily. This perfectly 
describes Edmonton's independent 
music scene's relationship with so 
many of its bands that move on to, 
bigger cities and scenes. A band that 
perfectly sums this up is Montreal- 
by-way-of-Edmonton'’s The Silly 
Kissers 


But that's something that Edmon- 
ton’s scene has gotten used to, and is 
all-but-expected at this point. Carri- 
ere and Penny have been quietly cre- 
ating Silly Kissers albums for years, 
and Montreal has been the perfect 
place for them. 

“There are way more people who 
go to shows, and clubs are way closer 
here,” explains Carriere on the phone 
from his apartment in Montreal. “It's 
just an easier place to make music, 
and it's a lot cheaper to live, so a lot 
of people just move here to live cheap 
and make records. So, there are a lot 
of strange bands here, and we're one 
of the less strange bands, but it's be- 
ing very well received by people who 
like strange music, too.” 

The Silly Kissers make what is 
best described as synth-pop, but they 
add their own twist to this genre by 


a really specific vision.” 

That muddled but successful vision 
is gaining a lot of attention in the east, 
with Silly Kissers playing parties for 
Vice Magazine and the Toronto Film 
Festival. The band’s music has an in- 
fectious quality to it, and the layers 
of synths and keyboard hearken back 
to ‘80s synth-based radio rock, from 
Human League to Depeche Mode, 
but Carriere says they don't really 
have any commercial ambitions. 

“We'll definitely not be in the in- 
die scene forever, because one day 
we'll quit. But | also don't think we'll 
ever be heard on the Bounce or other 
commercial radio. The recordings 
would have to sound a lot better, 
the singing would have to be differ- 
ent, the instruments would need to 
be changed. I’m definitely not try- 
ing to make mainstream pop music. 











The group was originally started by 
David Carriere and Jane Penny when 
they first moved to Montreal more 
than two years ago, and now the 
band has been fleshed out to include 
members from New Brunswick and 
New York. The Kissers has been 
gaining a lot.of recognition in Mon- 
treal's Indie scene, getting write-ups 
in everything from Montreal-based 
Nightlife magazine (their album 
“Love Tsunami” was named album 
of the year) to Spin (where they were 
listed as one of the top five Montreal 
bands to look out for). 

It's strange though, that a band 
whose core members were born and 
raised in Edmonton will be making 
their Edmonton debut after having 
already gained acclaim elsewhere 


re-inventing well-worn themes and 
subverting the typical vocal styles. 
Carriere is fearless in his tackling 
of these well-worn and nearly cliche 
ideas, and that's the point 

“There's a bit of storytelling and 
also using personal experiences. 1 
like taking the feelings around me 
and turning them on their head,” 
he explains. “I think it's really funny 
to use big cliches. It really bothers 
people because it's what you're not 
supposed to do when you're mak- 
ing cool music. I don't know when 
I started doing that really, but it just 
happened. Everything I'm doing is 
for a reason. I know what I like and I 
have an idea of what I want to make 
I'm not trying to. make it sound any 
particular way, so I guess I don’t have 


The way it gets made, it just kind of 
happens by itself, I'm not looking for 
anything when it starts.” 

That said, The Silly Kissers are 
getting close to commercial expo- 
sure. They are now managed by the 
manager of Duchess Says, and this 
has opened some doors for the band, 
like playing live on Musique Plus, the 
French equivalent to Much Music. 

“That was so funny. The day got 
changed, because some big Quebe- 
cois band was going to play, which 
was kind of funny that we got bumped 
by some band I've never heard of. We 
got quite a bit of attention after that 
from younger Quebecois kids, they 
started coming to our shows from 
the suburbs and stuff. This young 
girl-asked me for an autograph, and 


I've never done that before. This one 
kid came up to us, he looked just like 
Justin Bieber, and was way too young 
to be in the club, so I gave him all of 
my drink tickets. [ think he liked us 
more because of it.” 

The prodigal son and daughter re 
turn to Edmonton on Dec. 27 to play 
a show with a bunch of old friends 
(former band member Sean Nicho- 





Silly Kissing Fun | The former Edmontonians give the city a kiss hello on Dec. 27. Phota Supplied 





las Savage and The Bummers, Make- 
out Videotape and Cadence Weapon 
will all be playing this third install- 
ment of the Wyld December series, 
curated by Weird Canada), a show 
that Penny describes as being like “a 
high school reunion.” And maybe if 
they get the right response, we can 
stem this talent drain and keep more 
of the good ones in Edmonton. 
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NS 
DANNY 


PUB N GRUB 


“The Ultimate Comfort Zone 
1503 Lakewood Road 
89 st & 28 ave 
(780) 469-4433 
Play some Pool, Darts, 
Pinball or just Hang Out 


SERIOUSLY YOU CAN'T 
BEAT OUR MEAT! 
Steaks are Cut Fresh Every Day 


Having a Function? 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Holiday Parties, 
We take care of everything No Fuss, No Mess 





NEW YEAR’S PARTY!! 
Live Band “CHILL FACTOR” 
Door Prizes / Champagne / Favours 
After Midnight “APPY HOUR 


Only $10.00 
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Luck\sx! jeeeetaners 


ULTRALOUNG! 


OF HOT 1 


RETRO DANCE hy 


10470 Jasper Avenue / 780-428-8655 
AW AAU aNd ic-tige) (ell lalel=mete) an 


Worlock. 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS NEW Y ARS) 
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had enough_. FAMILY TIME 


JODY SHENKAREK 
WITH FEAR ana WORRY 


sat, dec. 26, 2009 
EMPRESS ALE HOUSE 


9912-82 ave 


DOWNTOWN 

December 3ist 

D INA HAR 
Celebrate an “EAST COA: 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 
No tickets. No Cover. No worries. 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 


December 26th & 28th 
TING 


December 29th - 31st 
DUFF ROBINSON 
Join us for an 80's 

NEW YEARS! 


| MUSIC. BAH HUMBUG - BY SEAN JOYNER 652 words 


Christmas Music Stinkers 


CHRISTMAS CONCEPT ALBUMS, 
ARE, PERHAPS, IN CONCEPT, A 
BAD IDEA. AVOID THESE AND 
YOU'LL MAKE SOMEONE'S DAY 
It's an interesting season, Christmas 
is. The lights and electric reindeer 
decorat 





front lawns of every second 
house on the block, while glowing 
trees fill the windows indoors. And 
except for the bastards in the hormific 
South Common parking lot, even the 
people seem to be more generous 
patient, and tolerant 

Of course, there are a few fac 
tors that contribute to this surge of 
Christmas spirit; family, vacations, 
and indulgence all play their part — 


especially the latter. But even above 





all of those, the music of the season 
helps improve people's moods. At 
least, it does in theory 
Every once in a while, a collection 
of music that is so unlistenable is re 


leased around the Christmas season. 





I'm not referring to passable, yet 


self-indulgent, albums like Mariah 


Carey's Merry:Christmas, or cheese 








as odorous as Gary Hoey’s Ho Ho 
Hoey!, but real, legitimate turds of 
Disco Noel status. If your goal is to 
alienate your loved ones, drop one of 
these in their stockings 

Christmas in the Stars (1980) — 
It's suspicious that the now infamous 
Star Wars Holiday Special was ever 
scripted, produced and aired. But to 
top even that debacle, mere years 
later, Christmas in the Stars was re 
leased, featuring many of the origi 
nal voices and sound effects from the 
movies. Though I'm not sure why 
Christianity would play a significant 
role ina galaxy millions of light years 
away, at least the album answers the 
age-old question, “What can you get 


a Wookie for Christrnas?” 





with the Brady 
_ There's something 


Christmas 
Bunch (1970) 
sickeningly sweet about the Brady 
kids. On one hand, it’s heartwarm 
ing to see such a glowing, smiling 
group fail to ever have a problem 
that wasn’t solvable in 22 minutes. 
On the other hand, knowing about 
the drugs, sex and bedroom “secrets” 
that the cast shared is a tasty bit of 
Schadenfreude. Still, hearing a tooth 
whistler like Susan Olsen stumble 
her way through “Away in a Manger” 
is not adorable; it's enraging 

Christmas on Death Row (1996) 

If there's one thing that West 
Coast thugs do well, it's spread holi- 
day cheer. Just ask Suge Night, who 
was known for hanging flashy items 
from balconies. And as Snoop Dogg 
says on Santa Claus Goes Straight to 
the Ghetto, “Now on the first day of 
Christmas, my homeboy gave to me 

A sack of the Krazy Glue and told 
me to smoke it up slowly.” Festive! 

A Twisted Christmas (Twisted 
Sister) (2006) — There's a time and 
place for every stinker of an album 
But Dee Snider's raspy voice and 
80s mall hair should be on nobody's 
wish list this year. It's not necessar 
ily that fans of Twisted Sister would 
reject the album. And I could prove 
that, if I could only find one. But af 


If you 





Wookies Can't Sing | PHOTO SUPPLIED. 


ter further thought, Twisted Christ 
mas isn’t really a bad concept. After 
all, a Christmas album by band that 
peaked during a cameo in Pee Wee's 
Big Adventure should be accompa- 
nied with a heavy dose of egg nog 
Lots and lots of egg nog. 

It seems as if the idea pool for 
Christmas albums is getting more 
and more shallow every year. And 
for every Christmas with Colonel 
Sanders or Horny Holidays (Mojo 
Nixon), there are some genuinely 
good releases 

With a little luck, we may see the 
end of the Christmas concept disc in 
the near future, which would truly 
be a miracle, But please, nobody tell 
Bob Dylan that he's Jewish 
high hopes for Christmas in the 


Heart 


1 have 


need some Christmas music 


seriously 
in your life, check out these few fine favourites: 


1. Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) - Darlene Love. 
Album: A Christmas Gift for You from Phil Spector (1963) 


2. What Christmas Means to Me - Stevie Wonder 
Album: Someday At Christmas (1967) 


3. This Christmas - Donny Hathaway (1970) 
4. Happy Xmas (War Is Over) - John Lennon (1971) 


5. Farytale of New York - The Pogues 
Album: If | Should Fall from Grace with God (1987) 








TOP TEN OF 2009 


Animal Collective - Merriweather Post Pavilion CD/LP 
The XX - s/t CD/LF 

Corb Lund - Losin’ Lately Gambler CD 

Grizzly Bear - Veckatimest CD/LP 

Chad Van Gaalen - Soft Airplane CD/LP 

Steve Earle - Townes CD 

Tom Waits - Glitter & Doom Live CD/LP 
Phoenix - Wolfgang Amadeus Phoenix 
Iron & Wine - Around The Well CD/LP. 
Japandroids - Post-Nothing CL 


wrxK%FA 
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M Y O O Z JI K 10442-82 Ave blackbyrd.ca 
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BOXING DAY SALE 


50% OFF 


ALL USED CDS AND VINYL 


20% OFF NEW CDS AND VINYL 
IN STORE SPECIALS UP TO 70% OFF 
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| CDREVIEWS 


DAWES 

_ NORTHHILLS 
(ATO Reccrs) 
wake 
These boys from California must have a big ‘ol crush on The Band. Dawes’ debut album, North 
Hills, is, basically, some rock steady Americana. With simple snare-focused drum rhythms support 
Ing clear guitar tones and singer Taylor Gi 








idsmith's tentative drawl, there's not a lot of deviation 
A from that ideal. It's a crisp, clean album. And Goldsmith's lyrics, especially on a smouldering little 


tune like “When My Time Comes,” are smart and touching; ‘So | pointed my fingers and shouted 
few quotes I knew, as if something that's written should be taken as true’ The slower waltzes have 
that weighty drag to them, which makes any first-rate folk-rock ballad sound like it's been towed across a bar room floor, Everything here 
is good, if not a little cautious, When Goldsmith stretches the line, 'l want fire tumbling out into the night, on "Peace in the Valley." you 


an tell the intention is there, but the voice is not. It lacks the fire of which he speaks. But | have faith they'll get there ‘cause North Hills 
isa decent first step. 


KATHLEEN BELL 





BRYAN LEE 

My Lady Don't Love My Lady 

(ust Tire) 

tke 

With people like the New Orleans-based blind guitarist Bryan Lee churning out one high quality CD after 
another, electric blues is alive and well. On this, his twelfth or so, somewhat strangely titled release (every 
thing becomes unambiguous when you listen to the title track lyrics carefully,) Lee gets help from several 
blues greats such as Buddy Guy and Duke Robillard, the latter doubling as producer. The music itself is the 
tributary of that vast, slow, yet unstoppable river called B.B. King. On the surface. it’s all standard blues fare, but played in such a classy 
manner — Gordon Beadle's tenor sax solos are particularly stylish — that there's no escaping Its inner power. The highlights include Junior 


Wells’ “Early In The Moming” and Margaret Lewis’ “Reconsider Me,” both interpreted with energy, freshness, and real emotion. Good stuff 
NORMAN GRASSFIELD 





ANTI-POP CONSORTIUM 

Flourescent Black 

(Big Dads) 

eet 

The unbelievable cover art and title announce the return of Anti-Pop Consortium after their break up 
release from 2003. Unfortunately, it can’t hide the lackluster songs that weigh this "would be” mother ship 
down. Half the tracks fly on inventive beats, diverse arrangements, bloops, bleeps, and great rhymes; even 
some piano and noisy guitar. But after a solid opening track it switches gears toless thought out songs 
that just come off lengthy and common. Points for the future jamz that are present, and another for no skits. As well, there is only one 
cameo, a great one, from Roots Manuva on the track “NY to Tokyo.” Half way through, the album picks up and then unleashes in the last 
four songs. Anti-pop pushes the boundaries on this release, but until hip-hop learns to edit down to the pure gold, these ill-paced full 
lerigths will keep wearing dollar store bling. 

| JULIE SKREPNEK & PAUL COUTTS 





HALF-HANDED CLOUD 

Cut Me down & Count My Rings 

(Asthmatic ity Records) 

KaKTH 

It’s almost elementary, my dear. In an interesting and unusual package, acoustic folk-pop group Half- 
Handed Cloud has compiled more than a dozen EPs and a handful of singles into a 48 track overture. This 
lends fantastic perspective to the groups evolution over almost a decade. The binding thread ts singer and 
ring leader John Ringhofer's almost childlike voice. backed by 2 rotating acoustic cast of music makers 
featuring lovely piano aet 3 of literal bells and whistles. Some of the tracks are lighter than the snow falling outside. But the 
album travels into slightly darker territory as the years progress, winding through concerted efforts for specific compilations and projects 
as well as a few covers. And ona seasonally fitting note, Cut Me Down & Count My Rings concludes with three different Christmas 
songs written over the years. A finemusical memoir. 

JENNY FENIAK 








R. KELLY 
UNTITLED 
(sory) 

keene 


sex”. But, after listening to it, | feel like It's more about the biological function ‘number one’ It’s a toughy 
because | don’t want to call it garbage. Let me just say, auto tune exists and maybe now you can hear why 
I'm vexed. Next. The song “Pregnant” starts with the lyrics, “Girl you make me want to get you pregnant, 
girl you make me want to get you pregnant” Yes everyone, I'm getting paid to write this. At this point, | decided not listen to the lyrics and 
try focusing on the instrumentation.and production qualities. | wanted to hear the smooth, sexy R & B mash of funkdified rhythms that 
make R, Kelly want to sing about practicing procreation all the time. Then, | listened to the song “Be My #2,” and yes, you guessed it, the 





song Is best described as shit. U1 Id be called Uninspired. It's weak, beginning to end. Just pick up the album, get a kick out of 
the song titles and put It back you it! Just saved you money. You are welcome. 
TRENT WILKIE 





I really dan’t know how to start this. Let's start with track "Number One; Basically, the song is about “doing 


| LISTEN BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


EGG NOG PROJECTS 
VARIOUS VANCOUVERITES 


Canadian compilations tend toward the 





glaringly mismatched — throwing Maes! 


Fresh Wes on the same platter as Martha 





and the Muffins — or a mini-gestalt 
founding a certain cultural icon 

like layered Leonard Cohen 

or the simpler textures of 

Stompin’ Tom It's 
rarely we meet up witha 

good Christmas album out 

of this country. And, yes, they 

can exist. 

There's a visionary guy in Van- 

couver named Cameron Reed who stuck & 
bandage on this problem. So even through 
The Eggnog Project is actually and merely 
the soundtrack to a larger, 12-episode story 
of a dying indie radio station — it’s called 


just so 


| “Mental Beast” and pretty funny — the 
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‘songs tum out to be worth the hunt. They're 
found online at mentalbeast.com if you 
happen to have some sharp spears. 

Jody Glenham has the prettiest number, a 
fairly straight but decidedly indie “Oh Holy 
Night.” The Blue Violets pull in a funny 
voiceover from Neil Osbome of 54-40 

for a country-cabin “Blue Christmas” 

which, like any version of an 
Elvis standard, is better than 
that useless, overrated fat 
fucker's Fanshaw’s “All 
{Want for Christmas ts 

You" is so.sweet and cute 

it makes me want to rape a 
stuffed animal (this means | 
like it), while Machu Picchu's is yer 

typical Nothings, high-voiced indie hit-ir 
the-making. I'm a fan. but also understand 
why people in leather jackets make fun of 
the sexlessness of modem indle, formulae 
secretly derived from U2. 

‘Secret Mommy and Dandi Wind, on the 
other hand, seem keenly aware of how to 
move their genitals in public, the former 
having a funny line in “we're here to 
celebrate the birth of whatshisname.” Henry 





MUSIC 


Ford, was it? 
And | must say my cultural chauvinism 
honky — especially at this 
~ makes me an instant fan of 
(Winter's Come)” by Basket- 
tually an luscious Middle Eastem 
song with just the merest hints 
of that manic, ding-donging 
‘merry merry merry Christ 
mas” tune designed to drive 


against all things 





time of year 
“Zima Dodje 


balla 





last-minute shoppers to fill 
their pants with dump. 
Being serni-famous, 
Vancougar’s “Dysfunctional 
Farnily Christmas” is appropriately 
professional and pretty, mentions “so much 
pressure to have so much fun” and is in gen- 
eral a nice companion to the Pet Shop Boys 
weirdness | was telling you about last week. 
Straight and sad, it’s one of the finest songs 
‘on the subject written in the modern age. up 
there with Remy Zero's tragic "Christmas” 
Tight Solid wraps it up with a snarling “! 
Hate Christmas” 
Best of all, the album is pay-what-you-will 
to charity, meaning an opportunity to feel 
good or bad. Fitting. Great job, Mr. Reed! 
eet 


JOHN DENVER AND 
THE MUPPETS 
ACHRISTMAS TOGETHER 
Why isit !always tear up 

when | come back to the Mup- 

pets? My childhood was pleas 
ant enough, does this album just 
remind me of dead people or something? 

{miss the simplicity of the Muppets, that 

naive, cozy world before CGI, UFC and people 

being dildos to each other on reality TV. 

Beaker yelling “mimi mi mi mi” just makes 

me so happy! So does Miss Piggy getting: 

mad about figgy pudding in the reggae 

“Christmas is Coming.” | really miss you, Jim 

Henson. You and your crazy drug puppets. 

tote 





MORIARTY’S 


BISTR 


Now Open. 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 2010 


New Year’s Eve Dinner by Chef Jason Read. 
DJ WATSON 


TICKETS $50 
Dinner 7-10PM 


Please call for reservations 


P: 780.757.2005 
10154 100 STREET 
RICE HOWARD WAY 
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THURSO 
DUFOOTWOTES SOLIS 420110368 WHYTEAVE With 


ConScence. 

(DJ. GUNDAM BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL) 10425 
WHYTE AVE 

EAZY DUZ IT THURSDAYS THE COMMON, I0124-124 ST. 
With DI's Shortee and Sonny Grimezz. 

GONG SHOW BINGO FILTHY MCNASTY’, JOSTIA WHYTE 
AVE. 

HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL-2.OUNGE, 11607 
SPER AVE 

RUMP SHAKIN’ THURSDAYS WUNDERBAR HOFBRAU- 
HAUS, 8120-101 ST. With D) Thermos 


| THIRSTY THURSDAYS FLUID LOUNGE 10105-1095T.spm | ROBIN KELLY CASINO EDMONTON, 755 ARGYLL RO. EMs 


‘THURSDAYS FO SHO HALO, 10538 JASPER AVE With Allout 
| Ds, DU Degree, and Junior Brown. 
| URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, 
5505-118 AVE. 


| SATURDAY 


(CONWAY K AND RED POWER SQUAD GAS PUMP 
NIGHTCLUB & BAR, 1016-114 ST. 9 p.m. 

HAIR OF THE DOG BLACK 006 FREEHOUISE (MAIN LEVEL), 
10425 WHYTE AVE. Live acoustic. 4 pum. 

| RAPTORS PAWN SHOP, 2ND FL, 10551-82 AVE. With Red 

| Ram, and Burro, 9m. 





THURSDAY DECEMBER 31 


NEW_ YEARS — 
EVE 2010 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HALO ONLY 
HALO 10538 JASPER AVE. 780.423.4256 


Nursing 


Management 


400+ online courses 
40+ online programs 
1 location 


Health care 


fe} 


© Learn from home 


your current career 


Office administration 


Accounting 


Register now for winter classes. 
www.ecampusalberta.ca 





What if school 


15 Alberta institutions 


Online learning gives you the flexibility to: 
Complete your courses and program at your own pace 


© Work towards a new credential without interrupting 


24-7 technical support provided, 
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tribute. Infic463-9467. 

SOULIAH FYAH HAVEN SOCIAL (LUE, ISI20A STONY PLAIN 
RO, 

‘THOMAS ALEXANDER YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12664-153 
‘ST.DEC 26inta: 424-9467. 


BAD GIFT AWARENESS DAY THE PINT, 10125-109 ST. With 


Se DL Into: www thepint.a 

BLACK POLISHED CHROME NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER 
AVEWith DJ Dervish, Anonymouse, and Blue Jay, 

BOXING DAY AFTER PARTY THE COMMON, 10124-I24 ST. 
With Splltrilk, Stereobat, All Out 0's, Bob Trampoline, and 
Dane Gretzky. 

BOXING DAY BASH FLUID LOUNGE, 1005-109 ST. With 0) 
Kd A Bam 

BOXING DAY BLOWOUT NEW CITY. 10081 JASPER AVE 
‘With 0) Dervish, Anonymouse, and Blue Jay. 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 





tings seemagazine.com 


BOY IN THE BOXING DAY PARTY PROHIBITION, 11026 | 8882-170 ST. Into: www.edmontoneventcentreca. 


JASPER AVE Bm. 

(DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 
AVE. With Generation (IVEXX. Doors at 10 pum. inte: 
44-0233. 

(DU CHRISTIAN GAS PUMP NIGHTCLUB S BAR 10I66-114 ST. 


| With Tras. 


DJEARTH SHIVER 'N’ QUAKE BUDOY'S PUB, 117258 


| JASPERAVE 8pm. 


(DU SEXY BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 ST. 
(DJ SHERI NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL. 6108-90 AVE. 


| GLOW HO HO LUCKY 13, 10557-82 AVE With Digitally 


Screwed D's. 

LADIES WIGHT FILTHY MCNASTY’S, JOSTIA WHYTE AVE. 
LADIES NIGHT THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 1O765JASPER | 
AVE With DJ Russell James, and DJ FWD. | 
LADY LUCK SATURDAYS LUCKY 13, 0551-82 AVE 
MARCUS SCHULTZ EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 





Stalking Stuffers | Santa looks more than a little romantically overwhelmed as the adorable pair 
of Celine and Joanne from Mars * Venus tell him what they really want for Christmas. PHOTO BY FISH 


GRIWKOWSKY 








CampusAlberta 


Where life and learning click™ 





Early childhood care and edugation 


* Saosnosed URWAH 


Jaysuea Aulssoaun © Suypes6dn ynpy 





MAT THE ALIEN STARLITE ROOM, 1030-102 ST. With 
Greenlaw, and Megasoid. 9 pum. 

THE MENACE SESSIONS BLACK D06 FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL), 10425 WHYTE AVE. 
SANGSARA BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 ST With Greg, 
Gory, Dd Process, DJ Seb, and Eddie Lunchpail. 


| SO SWEET SATURDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116, 957-FIR ST. 


SOCIAL SATURDAYS FLUID LOUNGE, 10105-109ST. With 
OKA 6pm 

SOUND IT UPI BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL), 10425 
WHYTE AVE. With DJ Sonny Grimezz. 
UNDERGROUND SOUND ATTIC BAR & LOUNGE, 10407 
WHYTE AVE. 

WUKKING IN A SOCA WONDERLAND INGLEWOOD COM- 


| MUNITY HALL, 12515-T16 AVE. With The Jump Up Kingz. 0) 


Lovejones, 0) Gamegirl, and D! Diamond. 9:30 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB, 9013-68 
AVE Hosted by Kesi-Lynn 2wicket: Doors at 4 pum. 
HUGE FAKERS ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE 
SILLY KISSERS PAWN SHOP 2ND FL 10S5I-82 AVE With 
Sean Nicholas Savage, Makeout Videotape, and The Bum- 


| mes. 9pm. 


‘TIM RUTTER ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL, 7704-104 ST. 


BEERS FOR QUEERS EMPRESS ALE HOUSE, 9917-82 AVE. 
With DJ Doute Tights. 

(DJ BOBBY BEATZ BUDDY’S PUB, II725B JASPER AVE. 
HIP HOP ON THE AVENUE AVENUE THEATRE, 9030-18 
AVE Info: 477-2149/wwwavenuetheatre ca. 

‘SOUL SUNDAYS BLACK D06 FREEHOUSE (MAIN LEVEL), 
10425 WHYTE AVE. With D! 2yppy. 


MONDA 
MUNUAY 


THE AMBERS /VORY CLUB, 10304-IITST. CO release. 7:30 
am 

THE MARTINGALES THREE BANANAS CAFE. CHURCHILL 
SQUARE. 9918-102 AVE. With Erin Ross, and Gavin Walters. 


BLUE JAY'S MESSY NEST BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL) 10425 WHYTE AVE. With OJ Blue Jay, 

DJ DUST ‘N TIME BUDDY 'S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 9 p.m. 
GOLDEN ERA: A MONTHLY HIP HOP THROWBACK 
NIGHT THE COMMON, 10124-124 ST. 9 p.m. , 
INDUSTRIAL MONDAYS LUCKY 13, 10551-82 AVE With DJ 
Ohad Cook. 

METAL MONDAYS FILTHY MONASTY'S, 1OSTIA WHYTE AVE. 
SHIPS AHOY! THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. DEC 288 pum 


sTITCMA 


ESUAY 


LIVE ACOUSTIC THE HAT, 10251 JASPER AVE Doors at 9 p.m. 
PEACE THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE With Puberty, 
Friendo, and Sans Aids. 7.30 p.m. 

TROUBADOUR TUESDAYS BRIXX BAR & GRILL 10030-102 
ST9pm 


DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY’S PUB, I1725B JASPER AVE. 

DJ XAOLIN & JAE MAZE CROWN PUB, 10709-109 ST. 10 xm. 
EDDIE LUNCHPAIL BLACK D0G FREEHOUSE (MAIN LEVEL), 
10425 WHYTE AVE. 

JORDAN WATSON RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. Spun. 
TURBO TUESDAYS FILTHY MONASTY’S, 1OSIIA WHYTE AVE. 


WEDNESDAY 


JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO 
‘DUELING PIANO BAR (WEN) Hosted by Dave Babcock and 


| is ump Tia 





WILL CRAMER AND THE BULLIES OF BASIN STREET 
COPPER POT, #101, 9707-110 ST. 6 pm. Into: 452-7800. 


BANK ON WEDNESDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 

JASPER AVE. With! Mike Tomas, and 0} FFWD. 

BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLL/S, #20, 10368 

WHYTEAVE 

DJ DUST'N TIME BUDDY'S PUB, 17258 JASPER AVES pm 

DAPHUTUR ATTIC BAR & LOUNGE, 10407 WHYTE AVE 

(GUEST DJ RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 

PINT NIGHT FILTHY MCNASTY‘S, 105TIA WHYTE AVE. 
LISTINGS cont’d on p. 17 





10442 whyte ave 439.1273 


CHARLOTTE GAINSBOURG 


leltolel 4 os ne! 


MYoozi K 
www.blackbyrd.ca 
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RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL), 10425 WHYTE AVE 
SSOUL/BREAKS LACK DOG FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL), 
10425 WHYTE AVE With De. sick 

TREEHAUS WEDNESDAYS THE COMMON, 10124-126 ST 
WHATEVER WEDNESDAYS FLUID LOUNGE, 10105-109 
ST.4pm. 

WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030. 
02ST. 


Ongoing 


(CHUCK ROSE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL, 7704-106 ST. DEC 
2829 

DEADLY PRETTY BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE 
Da z730 


THE VINICATORS BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE 
DEC 2126 


OPEN STAGE 


Fl i 
‘DV6 4307-99 ST Info: 760-0077 
DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY (LUB, 10304-11)ST. Every 
Trw8pm. fii Sat9pm. 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 151204 STONY PLAIN RD. 630 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 1074-124 ST 8 pm 
J&R GRILL & BAR 4003-106 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 AVE 7 p.m 
LB'S PUB #710, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 pum. 
UVE WIRE BAR 107 KNOTTWOOD RO. Info: 450-2418, 
WAKED CYBERCAFEIO354 JASPER AVE. p.m. 





BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 4pm. 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 557 CALGARY TR Doors 


at9pm, 

CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 2 p.m. info 428-5618. 

DAY AND NIGHT OPEN JAM L_B'S PUD, #110, 23 AXINS DR 
ST. ALBERT Info: thspuib.ca 

(DUELING PIANO SHOWS /VORY CLUB 1004-111 ST. Every 
Thu8 pm. Fi Sat9p.m. 

MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10/18-79 ST Doors at 7 p.m. 


BEER HUNTERS 386 ST. ALBERT RD, ST. ALBERT 
EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. Doors at 9 pum. 
HULBERT'S 7501-15 ST. Doors at 7 p.m. 

LIKWID LOUNGE 1008) JASPER AVE. Doors at 9m. 


NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 pum. 
NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE Doors at 3 pun 
O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 9 
ORLANDO'S 2 PUB & GRILL #2, [2509-127 ST Oe 
3pm 

SONGWRITER'S STAGE HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART 


SPALENO209-100 AVET pum. 








DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB9017-88 AVE Doors at 8 pur 
IVORY CLUB 10304-1015. Doors at 8 pum. 
ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE 10TTT-IT7ST. Doors at Sum 









AMMARS MOOSEHEAD TUESDAY 2° PUB, #0, 23 
AKINS DST. ALBERTS pm 
‘THE DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 


SIDELINER’S PUB //018-1Z7 ST. Doors at 8 pum. 
‘SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE 8170-50 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
STEEPS OLD GLENORA 12411 STONY PLAIN RD. Doors 2 
om 

TAP HOUSE 9020 MOXENNY AVE, ST. ALBERT Acoustic open 
age. 9pm 






EDDIE SHORTS 1073-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m, 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 151204 STONY PLAIN RD. 7:30 pm. 
IVORY CLUB 10306-JT7 ST. Open Oi night. 9 pum. 

LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE FIDOLER’S ROOST, 6905-99 
S7.Doors at 8 pum 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 1060-57 AVE 
Acoustic bluegrass onty. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

SECOND CUP 12336-102 ST. Doors at 8 pum. 

WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-10! ST. 











CRAIG FERGUSON, JANU, 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY.6 


SHOW AT 8PM 


Ln1@) DINNER & SHOW PACKAGES AVAILABLE AT RIVERCREERESORT COM OR CALL 780.930;2619 


CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S IN FIVE TIME ZONES 


Three $1,000 draws at 9pm | 10pm | lipm | tam 


Three draws for $2,010 and 
Westdet travel vouchers at midnight 


For more information visit rivercre 







ember 


mober 


ort.com 


Bo & Hop 





AAK 


ENOCH, ALBERTA 





1—2:30pm | 















m Days of ¢ 


Jur Liy 





279 per couple 


Includes: Exclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, Buffet Reception, 
Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch at Sage, One-Night Stay at Edmonton 
Marriott at River Cree 


3 om | $179 per couple ‘ 
Includes: Exclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, | 
Buffet Reception 


Tickets exclusively available by calling 780.930.2619 
More information at rivercreeresort.com 


RIVER: GREE 


RESORT AND CASINO 


WHITEMUD DRIVE & WINTERBURN ROAD | RIVERCREERESORT.COM 
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i 
Daytime Drama's Dreamiest Couple 


Meet Peter Reckell & Kristian Alfonso 


| Saturday, February 13, 2010 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27 


SHOW AT 8PM 


21 | LONESTAR, JANUARY 30. | MFC 24: VINDICATION, FEBRUARY \24 
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FILM » GILLIAM « BY KATHLEEN BELL 





THE MONTY PYTHON ALUMNUS TALKS 
TO SEE ABOUT IMAGINATION, THE 
DEVIL AND HEATH LEDGER'S UNTIMELY 
AND TRAGIC DEATH 





THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 
Directed by Terry Gillam 
Starring Heath Ledges, Colin Farrell, Johnny Depp, Jude Law. Opens Dec. 25. 





The great thing about entertainment report- 
ing is that you can avoid talking about real life. 
Chatting with a director or musician, you can 
spend most of the time discussing aspirations, 
endeavours and ideals. While stories and songs 
are regularly based on some of the cruelest 
chapters of life, they are often drawn out as hy- 
potheticals or collages based on actual events, 
but distanced from reality by time, fictionaliza- 
tion and a happy ending 

And if actor Heath Ledger had not passed 
away suddenly during the filming of The Imag 
inarium of Doctor Parnassus, director Terry 
Gilliam (Monty Python, Fear and Loathing in 
Las Vegas) would be spending his time in inter- 
views dissecting the splendid nature of man’s 
creativity. As it is, instead of imagination, the 
questions Gilliam can’t avoid are entirely con- 
cerned with the blunt reality of life and death 

Over and over again Gilliam has explained 
the process of finishing a film that was all but 
scrapped in his mind the moment he heard his 
star, and friend, had died 

Ledger was playing the role of Tony, a mysteri 
ous addition to the immortal Doctor Parnassus’ 
(Christopher Plummer) 1,000-year-old travel 
ling theatre troupe. Sure, that's ridiculously old 
for any company, but the troupe's main attrac 
tion keeps “em running; Parnassus has the abil 
ity to guide you through your own imagination 
when you step into his miraculous mirror. The 
charming and loveable Tony arrives at a most 
horrific time, as Doctor Parnassus is about to 
lose his daughter to the devil (Tom Waits). To 
be fair to the devil, Parnassus did make a deal 
in exchange for his immortality. 

The crew had finished filming the action that 
took place in ‘real-world’ London and were ona 
week's hiatus when Ledger passed away in New 
York. To help finish what their friend had start- 
ed, Johnny Depp, Jude Law and Colin Farrell 
stepped in to portray Tony in the Imaginarium 
— the idea being that within the confines of an 
individual's imagination, anyone could be per- 


APPARENTLY ELVES HAD COME OUT AT NIGHT AND 


ceived differently. So when Ledger crosses into 
the mirror-realm, we see, for example, Depp 
on the other side 

Parnassus is so consumed with the fanciful 
the wondrous, the heights of what creative 
people can achieve, discussing what the film 
isn’t, instead of what it is, seems a shame. But 
discussing what it is, while ignoring what it 
was supposed to be seems wilfully ignorant. So 
when SEE got the chance to ask a few ques- 
tions of Gilliam, we straddled an awkward and 
uncomfortable fissure, dreaming of the prom 
ise of imagination, tempered by the finality of 
loss. 


SEE; To start, where did the idea for Doctor 
Parnassus and His Imaginarium come from? 
TG: I woke up one morning, I tried to put my 
shoes on and they wouldn't fit because they 
were full of little notes that ... apparently elves 
had come out at night and filled my shoes with 
ideas. There were a couple that were pretty 
good and one of them was the idea for Parnas- 
sus, so that's what I did. (laughing) You're go- 
ing to get one of these interviews. It won't be 
like anybody else's. I'll guarantee you that. 


SEE: You've maintained this ability to 
come up with these wondrous worlds and 
adventures your entire career. How have 
you sustained your ability to imagine all 
these years? 

TG: | wish I could say it was drugs — you could 
go out and buy them. It could be atomic muta 
tion ‘cause as a kid there was a lot of atomic 
testing going on out there in California 

I do it because I can't stop myself. The reality 
is 1 do stop myself. The older | get the more I 
self-censor and try to say, “now don’t go down 
that road because you're never going to get the 
money to make that movie.” I spend most of 
my time doing that. I’m a realist at heart 


SEE: Really? 

TG: Ya. It's horrible. The films come out every 
few years but in the interim I’m a miserable old 
curmudgeon without an exciting idea in my 
head. 


SEE: Where do you get the ability to say, 
“you know what? I'm going to go for this 


one. 


GILLIAM cont'd on p.19 











An out-of-this-world coming-of-age story| A highlight of 2009, District 9 features stellar animation 


and strange fluids, PHOTO SUPPLIED. 
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DVD DICTATOR - THESE ARE THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 


CAST | Sharlto Copley, Jason Cope 


District 9 (or Halo 9 as it can be called) is 
a story about puberty. When a young man 
comes in contact with some gooey fluid from 
2 weird vessel, he begins to understand that 
there are changes going on in his body. As 
things get a bit out of hand, he recognizes 
that nobody understands him and starts to 
hang out with a group of prawns from the 
wrong side of the universe. This is a coming- 
of-age story about a boy turning into a man, 
a human tuming into an alien, and a good 
story turning into a euphemism about “gun 
play” and “only being able to operate your 
‘own weapon’ 


CAST | Seth McFarlane, Seth Green 


So, Peter (Han Solo) says to Stewie (Darth 
Vader), “Why don't you just go hollow out a 
tauntaun and have a nappy because I'm sick 
of hearing about your dark-side garbage you 
cabbage blasting wookie feltcher!” Stewie 
replies, “I don't think | will. Instead, I'm going 
to pretend I'm Stockard Channing and chug 
this expired cough syrup until! think I'm Wil- 
lem Dafoe. You drive an AT-AT like someone 
with a head injury suffering a seizure!” Then 
Chris (Luke Skywalker) says, "My fingers 
smell terrible” None of this was actually said 
inthe DVD but you catch my drift. 


CAST | Sam Rockwell, Kevin Spacey 


It's hard to make fun of a really good movie, 
so | won't even try. Moon Is entrenched in 
such a subtle, ominous beauty, you actually 
feel Uke your computer could be your best 
friend. If an IMAX theatre was rentable, this 
fs one | would want to watch In Its cavern- 
ous space. Moon does a great job of making 


| you feel alone and lonely. It almost felt like 


| 


| it were filmed on the bottom of the ocean, 


both similar bleak landscapes. As far as scl- 
ence fiction goes, this idea plays through 
right to the end. No copping out for the low- 
est common denominator on this one. Big 
idea done right ... moon-sized big. 
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The Magic Mirror | Dr, Parnassus and his crazy Imaginarium hit theatres Chr 


GILLIAM (cont'd from p. 18) 
TG: I get bored with reality. Let's do 
something really difficult and impos: 





sible just to see if we can pull it off 


again 


SEE; If we adults tuned into our 
imaginations more often, what 
do you think this world would be 
like? 

TG: You wouldn't go to work in the 


norning would ya? 


SEE: Maybe. Maybe we'd think of 
better jobs. 

TG: We'll that's the thing. | think 
one has to keep tuning into it, but 
most people don't. They get into a 
rut where, “I've gotta make money 
to have the things that will keep me 
happy.” And I actually find, if you 
stay in your imagination you can 
be quite happy with very little. But 
the world presses you to be, | sup 
pose, recognized by other people that 
you've succeeded or you're living a 
good life and so | like insane people — 
they sort of float into the fairy realm 
(laughing). But it just doesn’t pay the 
mortgage. Unless you happen to be 
an actor or a writer or a film director, 
then the crazy people suddenly get 
paid good money and you can live 
nicely, 


SEE: When the news broke of 
Ledger's passing, instantly, the 
media turned the whole thing 
into a mystery complete with 
foreshadowing and red herrings 
Do you worry about how the 
narrative woven by the media 
around Heath Ledger's death 
will affect the narrative you and 
he set out to create in the first 
place? 


mas Day. P UPP 


trol that. So there's nothing I can do 
about it. All I can do is say something 
closer to the truth and hopefully that 
sticks rather than all the bullshit that 
was written 

I got very angry when Heath died 
not because he abandoned my film 
and left a good friend out there in the 
wilderness — but because the bullshit 
How the 
Joker turned him into this psychotic 


that was written about hirr 





neurotic ... this is the pr This 


is supposed to be journalism. It turns 
out these are the storytellers, they're 
not journalists, they're storytellers 
And they wove a whole pack of lies 
around Heath. | mean, this is a guy 
whose feet were so firmly on the 
ground, he was such fun, brilliant 
really smart and just full of joy and 
life. He was a generous person. And 
then they try to turn him into James 
Dean, who, obviously, was very neu 
rotic and self-destructive and Health 
was the antithesis of that 

I don't know what one does except to 
keep trying to scream the truth out 
there. But he was an exceptional hu 
man being, I don't think I've mee 
anybody quite like him, with the 
combination of extraordinary tal 
ent that was just getting better and 
better and sornebody who was to 
tally inquisitive — always trying to 
learn. | think I said something at 
the memorial — “sometimes the 
gods send people like that down to 
make us say wow! And maybe in 
spire people to be a little bit more like 


them 


SEE: I'm aware of the concrete 
ways Imaginarium had to 
change, with Johnny Depp, Jude 
Law and Colin Farrell stepping 
in. 





SEE: Ya, them 
TG: We made sure we didn’t have one 


that was as good as Heath (laugh 


ing) 


SEE: But I was wondering if you 
feel like Parnassus means the 
same thing now as it was sup: 
posed to when you started it? 
TG; Ya. | think so, N 








that much. The principles that we 
already established — that if 

ou go th [the mirror] another 
son's imagination may be greater 








dy 


erson they're dreaming 


han yours 





may end up look 





ing like the p 
about, not what you really look like 
_ that was all in there, in the seript 


There's hardly any dialogue changes 





in the whole thing. That's what was 


written, what you see. I don’t spend 
much time thinking about “if only 
or “what if.” 1 don't do that. What is 


there is so good, so surprising and 





delightful, it's hard for me to actu 


ally remember the effect of what it 


was going to be like with Heath on 





the other side of the mirror playing 
all these different aspects of Tony's 
character. It would be subtler It 
would be less of a surprise each time 
less magical. | can’t tell you the dif 
ference between the two things 

what they would have been. It would 
have been different, yet it’s exactly 


the same story 


SEE; Last question, would you 
make a deal with the devil for 
anything? 

TG: I'm too tired to do that. When 

I was younger | think I would have 
I'm just worn out now. It's just too | 
late. If he had tumed up when | was 
younger I would have done a deal but | 
the bastard didn’t turn up. He missed | 
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The Young 


Victoria 

Nightly @7:00 & 9:10pm 
ALY re 

Pare: 

Precious 

Nightly @ 6:50 & 910m 





SAT & SUN 
MATINEES @ 2:30pm 





Visit us online @ 


magiclantemtheatres.ca 
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(BEST FILM } 


“THE MOVIE OF 


ae | 
“WINNER! & 


yy 


THE YEAR, 
THE MOVIE OF 
THE MOMENT? 


“A RARE AND SPARKLING 
GEM OF A MOVIE” 


Estertalomeet 


PERFORMANCE OF HIS CAREER?’ 
kote 


r( WINNER! BEST PICTURE % 


George Clooney 


GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS @ 


BEST PICTURE / 





UP IN THE AIR 


From the Director of “Juno” 








TG: No. I don't. Because I can't con- TG: Second rate actors. his chance, He lost another soul NOW PLAYING IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE! 
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onscreen 





FILM REVIEW - AVATAR - BY MARK KANDBORG | 658 words 


Avatar’'s A Visual Stunner, But Lacking in Depth 





BEST PICT REL 


BEST ACTRESS Meryl Streep BEST SCRE 


a 
LAY Nancy Meyers 


CRITICS’ CHOICE AWARDS NOMINEE 


BEST COMEDY 


“MOVIES DON'T 
GETANY FUNNIER 


THAN THIS! 


Smart, sophisticated and hilarious.” 
PETE HAMMOND, BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE 
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Written and Directed by Nancy Meyers 
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SAY. AVATAR LOOKS PRETTY, 
BUT CAN SHE ACT? 





AVATAR 

Orected by lames Cameron, starring Sigourney Weaver, 
Mele Rodrigue, Sam Worthington 

tok bee 





James Cameron has forged a career 
out of creating some of the most ex- 
pensive films ever made. Along the 
way he has made us afraid of our cy- 
berfuture, as well as the silent inte- 
rior of a spaceship and overconfident 
shipping companies. He's also made 
production teams everywhere afraid 
of James Cameron. So what happens 
when an evil genius with a dream 
that's been percolating in his skull 
for over a decade gets his hands on 
$400 million? 

For starters, you get a very simple, 
somewhat imperfect story. It’s 2154 
and humanity's technologically ad- 
vanced military industrial complex is 


| poised to plunder the mineral riches 


of a lush and wondrous planet called 
Pandora. The only thing in their way 
is the dominant life form, the “noble 
savages” called the Na’vi. It's never 
really explained why a heavily armed 
military force considers a group of 
barefoot giants with bows and ar- 


| rows to be such an impediment, but 
| maybe mankind by this time has de: 


veloped a distaste for genocide. In 
any case, rather than simply drop a 
neutron weapon of some kind on the 
poor bastards, the humans take the 
time to develop a kind of remote con- 
trol Na'vi doppelganger, or “Avatar”, 
which will walk among them and be 
controlled by a marine back on the 
ship. The plan is to infiltrate and get 
to know these “Blue Monkeys" and, 
I don't know, find out what kind of 
scotch and cigars they like so that 
they'll happily step aside and let the 
strip mining begin. Well, I guess the 
architects of this plan never saw 
Pocahontas or Dances with Wolves, 
and were also woefully oblivious to 
the charms of a half-naked native 
princess on a hot jungle night 
Clearly, not much of the $400 mil- 
lion was spent on the story. In fact, 
forget the story, Cameron doesn't 
need it. Avatar achieves the impos- 
sible. Remember when you first saw 
the dinosaurs in Jurassic Park? They 
looked real, period. No question, 
move on, Cameron has done that 
here but to the nth degree — he has 
created an entire world. It's seamless, 
perfect and beautiful. In this film, 
Cameron has found a way for detail 
and grandeur to coexist. He doesn't 
bend or ignore the laws of physics 
like King Kong or Crouching Tiger. 
He embraces and embodies them 
here. To reverse a cliché, what you 
get is what you see. Flesh and falling 


objects alike behave as they should 
In Avatar there's no real suspension 
of disbelief necessary. It's taken care 
of and it's all in the details. Cameron 
seems to genuinely respect his audi- 
ence. He gives you the goods, because 
he can afford it. And the 3-D actu 
ally works, Nothing comes flying out 
of the screen at you, thank God. It’s 
subtle. Foreground objects seem to 
be in front of the screen, background 
seems much farther away. The actual 
illusion of depth, that's it. Bar raised 
and cleared 

So why, after an exhilarating three 
hours of beauty and awesomeness, 
visual perfection, really, do I feel so 
unmoved? It may simply be the lack 
of any character development, any 
real sense of jeopardy in the script 
It might be the weird juxtaposition of 
The Lion King vibe and 22nd century 
gunships. Or could it be that there's 
something more (or less?) going on 
here? | imagine it's like having din 
ner with an exquisite but ultimately 
vacuous lingerie model. You know 
you're seeing something very special, 
but you also know it's not going any- 
where. Maybe we're just not evolved 
enough to see past all that beauty. 
Maybe we need to see something of 
ourselves to connect. 

Make no mistake, Avatar is a beau- 
tiful movie, my eyes were fully en- 
gaged. But my heart — maybe it needs 
more than the illusion of depth 








FILM MORGANS - BY STACEY LAWRENCE | 538 woras 


HUGH GRANT ARE LUKEWARM 
TOGETHER IN THIS ROMANTIC 
COMEDY DUD 





DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 


| Written and Directed by Marc Lawrence 


Staring Sarah Jessica Parkes and Hugh Grant 
aenes 





Yes, you have heard about the Mor- 


| gans. Their story is nothing you 


haven't seen before. The formula 
hasn't changed, nor has the setting 
or even the punch lines. Their names 
are different, and their hair colour 
has changed, but you've seen their 
story over and over again and you've 
seen it told better. 

We spend the first half of the movie 
watching an unhappy couple. It's sad 
really. Not tragic, of course not, that 
would be interesting, it's just blah 
Hugh Grant and Sarah Jessica Parker 
play Paul and Meryl Morgan who are 
separated because of his one-time 
infidelity. She's disappointed (and 
Parker's really good at playing dis- 
appointed) but after a while it just 
becomes hard to watch. He is witty 
and humble and so very endearing, 


trying to win her back but she’s non. 
responsive. She's not angry at his 
infidelity. No mean biting comments 
revealing her pain. She's not cold, 
she's not even trite, She's just, oh 
what's the word.... ah, lukewarm 

After witnessing a mob murder, the 
couple enters the Witness Relocation 
Program. Meryl's “I can’t commit to 
spending the rest of my life with my 
husband” tells us exactly where she's 
at. So, temporarily, the Morgans are 
sent to Wyoming together until sepa- 
rate placements can be arranged 

The whole “New Yorkers sent to 
a farm” thing gets the usual laughs 
over failure to use a horse, use a gun, 
use a Bargain Bin, and it’s real laugh- 
ter. Some of the jokes are really good, 
but you can find most of them in the 
trailer. What's not in the trailer is 
their boredom. Shockingly these city 
folk are bored in the country. Very, 
very bored. Which, shockingly, is 
very, very boring to watch. 

The chemistry between Grant and 
Parker is lacking. Even Mary Steen- 
burgen, the hysterical mother from 
Step Brothers, has an accent in this 
movie that never quite fits. 

And because I love these actors, I 


‘Morgans Are Old News 


| SARAH JESSICA PARKER AND 


want to blame this letdown on any 
thing else but the cast. The script? 
The direction? Mare Lawrence is 
responsible for both. He's also re: 
sponsible for past hits such as Two 
Weeks Notice and Music and Lyrics 
But this movie is so very contrived 
No breathing room for the actors 
maybe, no time to adlib. You could 
forgive the lack of originality if you 
were laughing more. 

Now, I know many of you are go- 
ing to ignore this. | know because 
I would have been one of you. The 
trailer looks great and how can you 
go wrong with quirky Sarah Jessica 
Parker and witty Hugh Grant. So | 
here are some tips to help you enjoy 
it. Lower your expectations. Start at 
the snack bar. Sugar makes every- 
thing better. Or get something more 
complicated like nachos with cheese 
and salsa. Two dips per chip should 
give you enough to do to get you 
through the lulls. Then hunker down 
for about an hour. The ending gets 
better. Things start to happen and 
you start to genuinely care for the 
characters. That warm fuzzy feeling 
at the end is nice. And if it helps you 
out at all, my date liked it. 
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MOVIE GUIDE - WHAT'S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 





OPENING THIS WEEK 

THE YOUNG VICTORIA 

Young Princess Victoria is caught in a royal 
power struggle. Her first years of rule are 
turbulent, but it is her blossoming love affair 
with Prince Albert that will determine the 
strength of her reign. A romantic look at one 
of history's greatest loves stories. 


THEIMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 
With the extraordinary gift of guiding imagi- 
nations, Doctor Parnassus is also cursed, 
having traded his daughter to the devil in 
exchange for immortality. In this captivating, 
and imaginative race against time, Dr. Par- 
‘nassus must undo the mistakes of his past in 
a landscape of surreal obstacles! 


UPINTHE AIR 

A drama-comedy-romance about a corpo- 
fate downsizing expert who flies from city to 
city laying people off. Things get interesting 
when he meets the woman of his drearns as 
he's about to lose his own job, while on the 
verge of getting his 10-millionth frequent- 
flyer mile. 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 

THE SQUEAKQUEL 

The world famous singing chipmunk trio, 
Alvin and his pals retums to contend with 
school, celebrity and a rival girl group, The 
Chipettes. 


NINE 

Self-centred movie director Guido Contini 
tums to the four femate comers in his world 
for inspiration: his wife, his mistress, his muse 
and his mother. But a mid-life crisis strains 
this delicate balance between his creative 
Profession and demanding personal life. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 

The legendary sleuth and his assistant are on 
the hunt after a serial killer and occult “sor- 
cerer” returns from his grave and revives his 
killing spree. Temptresses, deceit and black 
magic must be overcome to save England 
and the maiden. 


IT'S COMPLICATED 
During her son's graduation, an older woman 


hooks up with her ex-husband who has re- 
married a much younger woman. Being her 
e's mistress (s one thing. but things get more 
complicated after she falls for a successful 
architect. 


ALSO PLAYING 

AVATAR 

James Cameron might actually be more ex- 
cited by the release of his movie than the rest 
of us put together. A 15-year-old concept, 
this film starring Sam Worthington, Zoe Sal- 
dana and Sigourney Weaver percolated in his 
mind until the technology to make it happen 
finally caught up. 

wee 


DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
Hugh Grant and Sarah Jessica Parker play 

a couple with a rapidly falling marriage They 
witness a murder and are thrown into the 
witness protection program. isolated togeth- 
ef, forced to get along. Hilarity and sappy 
romance ensue 

we 


PRECIOUS: BASED ON THE NOVEL 

“PUSH” BY SAPPHIRE 

Often gruelling but ultimately illuminat- 
ing drama about a teenage girl's struggle to 
find self-worth despite her status at bottom, 
of the social totem pole — she ts African- 
American, obese. illiterate, abused, pregnant. 
toi 


THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Anika Noni Rose, John Goodman and Keith 
David star in Disney's newest holiday heart- 
warmer. It’s the usual fairytale story, with the 
usual updated jokes and fun for mom and 
dad. Oh yeah, and the kids too. 

doit 


INVICTUS 

Morgan Freeman and Matt Damon star in 
the inspiring true story of how Nelson Man- 
dela joined forces with the captain of South 
Africa's rugby team, Francois Pienaar, to help 
unite their country. 

exe 


on Screen 


BROTHERS 

Tobey Maguire, Natalie Portman, and Jake 
Gyllenhaal starin Jim Sheridan'sdrama about 
@ love triangle invoiving a young woman, her 
soldier husband, and her brother-in-law, 
toi 





EVERYBODY'S FINE 

Robert De Niro, Kate Beckinsale, Drew Bar- 
rymore, and Sam Rockwell star in the story 
of a widower who goes on a trip to visit his 
children 

xeon 


GOOD HAIR 

Comedian Chris Rock explores African-Amer- 
ican women's relationship with their hair, 
directed by Jeff Stilson. 

RRRED 


ANEDUCATION 

The hype surounding Carey Mulligan's perfor- 
mance asa 16-year-old girl in early 60s London 
who enters a romance with a shifty older manis 
justified. The hype surrounding the movie isn't 

wee 
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MY FONDEST CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 


ARE OF MY FATHER GE 


WHILE WATCHING THAT SCENE FROM NATIONAL LAMPOON.... 








ARTS CHRISTMAS MEMORIES - BY JESSICA POTTER, KATHLEEN BELL, TRENT WILKIE, STACEY LAWRENCE, RANDY BROSOSKY AND FISH GRIWKOWSKY 11746 wos 


’Twas The Night Before Christmas ... 





WHAT MAKES A CHRISTMAS CLASSIC? 
MAYBE NOT “JAMIE'S WORLD.” 

BUT SEE WRITERS SPREAD SOME 
UNCHARACTERISTIC HOLIDAY CHEER... 





I ve got this dad who superficially reminds 
my friends of Tony Soprano. He's got the 
same small mouth and big face, head-palming 
hands and slightly weebly walk that make the 
New Jersey mob boss so endearing. And ini 
tially scary. Although my dad has the facade of 
a large angry man, he is actually a remarkably 
soft soul — and a sucker for old time mysteries 
and cop dramas, Sunday drives and holiday 
themed films 

A familiar sight in my childhood home dur 
ing the holidays was Pops sitting in his re- 
clining chair in front of the TV with a tub of 
cashews balanced precariously on his belly. 
He'd be watching one of the dozens of over- 
aired holiday shows like It's a Wonderful Life 
or White Christmas. But it was National Lam- 
poon's Christmas Vacation that got to him the 
most. Something about the earnestness of 
Chevy Chase's character agreed with my dad 
— we spent an awful lot of time in the back of 
my dad's car driving across the country. Some- 
thing always broke down — one or all of us 
would end up puking or we'd run over a dog or 
lose a teddy bear — so for my dad, the Griswald 
adventures were a window into the lives of our 
family, too. 

Some of my fondest Christmas memories 
are of my father getting all teary-eyed while 
watching that scene from National Lampoon 
where Clark Griswald sits up in the attic watch- 
ing home movies in his grandmother's fur coat 
Or when Cousin Eddie's kid catches him star- 
ing out the window at the imaginary hot chick 
diving into his not-yet-existent pool and they 
have this chat about Santa Claus. Sigh. 
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The Sublime to the Ridiculous | “Jamie's World” Is ridiculous. but Christmas Is sublime - for a few folks, anyway. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


My dad still sits in his chair on Christmas 
day with piles of snacks and waxes nostalgic; 
nothing says tough guy quite like a giant old 
man with a scoop of mixed nuts in one hand, 
wiping tears from his cheeks with the other 
~ Jessica Potter 


y family absolutely must listen to Fred 
erick Forsyth’s The Shepherd, as read by 

CBC's Fireside Al (Allan Maitland), every year 
on Christmas Eve. This began when my broth 
er was young and I was even younger. My dad 
was vague about the plot details but it became 
immediately clear that The Shepherd had noth: 
ing to do with the tending of sheep and was, in 
fact, about a pilot flying home for Christmas 
As what I concluded to be military gibberish 
laced itself in amongst paragraphs and sen- 
tences I felt tricked and trapped 

This was not your regular heart warming 
story starring cute, fluffy animals. 1 wanted to 
watch The Muppets 

€nsnared by my father's wishes, my head 
formed a small malevolent groove in my pil- 
low. But I couldn't stop Forsyth’s language 
from activating my mind's eye. Things started 
to go wrong for the poor pilot. | imagined his 
broken instruments; the hand of the compass 
swinging lazily and the crackle of the useless 
radio. Fog rolled in and below the warm cock- 
pit, I was told, was “a liquid black crypt.” It was 
a doomed scenario, made worse by the fact that 
on Christmas Eve, all the emergency workers 
and radar watchers were home with their fami- 
lies doing family things ... as they should be 

As the pilot cursed his predicament, I became 
grateful for mine ~ squished onto a couch be 
side my brother, head tucked into a pillow. 

I've taken to bringing it into the youth centre 
where I work around the holidays. I bribe the 
kids with hot chocolate and sugar cookies and 








when they find out it's about a pilot flying home 
for Christmas and doesn't feature Jim Carrey as 
the Grinch, I'm tossed spiteful glares. I'm sure 
they spend most of their time, while listening, 
plotting a very merry murder. But it always 
makes me happy to be warm and comfortable, 
instead of somewhere over the Atlantic Ocean 
hoping to hell I live to see Christmas Day. As 
Forsyth’s grumbling British characters would 
say: Happy Christmas! ~ Kathleen Bell 


ver since I realized that reindeer can't fly, 
oa snowmen can't talk, and that the lit- 
tle drummer boy was a reclusive drunk, I've 
tried to find Christmassy alternatives to the 
usual pabulum. | wanted to be yuletide-ed by 
something different than a song or a movie 
or a song about a book in a movie, so | turned 
to the interweb. Specifically, “Jamie's World” 
(www.youtube.com/user/jayvlog89). Jamie 
is, supposedly, a 20-year-old YouTube veelog- 
ger from Stonewall, Manitoba. He includes 
weightlifting and lifting weights as his hobbies, 
and sports the world's worst moustache. He's 
the type of kid who makes you want to give him 
milk money just so you can kick his ass and 
take it from him. He also has more than 1,200 
subscribers. 

His shtick is to drink as much alcohol as he 
can, rant on a subject, and edit it together for 
our viewing enjoyment. This Christmas, Jamie 
states, “I've been believing in Santa Clause my 
whole life; I've never pretended to be different. 
I was into him before he died.” Other memo- 
rable quotes are, “Everyone this Christmas is 
always talking about giving. Give me this, give 
me that, give me what I want and I want a rab- 
bit, now!” and “bllllrrggg (the sound of him 
almost vomiting while dressed as a shirtless 
Santa and chugging vodka).” 

But what “Jamie's World” really offers is 


a non polished, inexpensive and completely 
un-superficial take on the Xmas special. From 
swilling whiskey, to threatening his viewers, 
to making nonsensical gestures at people that 
aren't there, Jamie's World offer a Christmas 
Special for the modern era. Oh yeah, and 
there is partial nudity. | knew you'd like that. 
~ Trent Wilkie 


Nee kindles Christmas spirit more 
than standing with a large choir, music 
in hand, show robes donned, eyes closed and 
being one with the buildup of voices singing in 
harmony as “Oh, Holy Night's” “Fall on your 
knees ...” echoes around the room. The power 
resonates in your body. Fills you with Christ- 
mas. That one single line is Christmas to me. 

Christmas starts early in a choir, It's not un- 
heard of for Christmas music to be handed out 
in September leaving carols stuck in your head 
while you watch the leaves change from greens 
to glorious reds and yellows 

So imagine with al! that time on the Christ- 
mas bandwagon before the rest of the world 
jumps aboard, the anticipation of the beloved 
Christmas concert 

And now imagine when all that work lands 
you smack in the middle of a busy shopping 
mall the week before Christmas. Our eyes are 
closed (against the will of our conductor) be- 
cause we are imagining you stopping in awe 
Sharing our joy of music and Christmas. 

And then you get it. You stop thinking of 
that one elusive present and you seat your chil- 
dren right up front. Smiling, you remember 
why you're there. You leave humming. Better. 
Filled to the brim with Christmas. Teaching 
your children the words to “Silent Night.” All 
is merry and all is bright. ~Stacey Lawrence 


MEMORIES cont'd on p, 25 
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BOOKS « SOCIAL ECONOMICS « BY RANDY BROSOSKY 60) warts 


Malcolm-tents Unite! 


Can You Tell The Difference? | Our man Randy 
PHY, GLADWELL PHOTO BY BROOKE WILLIAMS 





WHAT THE DOG SAW — AND OTHER ADVENTURES 
By Malcolm Gladwell. Published by Little, Brown and 
Company. 410 pages. $34.99 

tok tok tr 





When I get up in the moming, my 
hair is often a frizzy, wily mass of 
terrifying proportions. [ used to look 
at myself in the mirror, panic and 
flee to the refuge of running water 
and hair products. Now when I sce 
that epic mane in the mirror I think, 
“Hmmm, smart lookin’ fellow that." 

This is entirely because in the blur 


asosky (left) and the New York 


Gladwell. BROSDSKY 





style, through 19 articles from his 
last 13 years as a staff writer at The 
New His three 
books, Blink!, The Tipping Point and 


Outliers 


Yorker previous 
rocketed to number one 
status on the bestseller lists. In this 
book, Gladwell takes on a fascinating 
premise — such as why homeless 
ness might be easier to solve than to 
manage, or an interesting relevant 
oddity — like the history of the birth 
control pill, and opens them up for 
us in ways we wouldn't have consid. 
ered. Switching back and forth from 
narrative to research he shows us 
profound connections, without ever 
drowning us in academic detail. He 
delves into pop culture and goes be 
yond trite trend-spotting to grasping 
deep anthropological truths about 





PHOTO BY MERY 





jumps to an assessment of Cesar Mi 


lan, television's Dog Whisperer. Tak 





ing research from anthropologists, 
didn't 


even know existed, he shows us what 


ethologists and ‘ologists’ [ 
Milan looks like from the eyes of the 
dog, and then relates those discover- 
ies to the public-speaking differences 
between Clinton and Bush 

In another chapter which will stick 
with you for a while, he includes a 
chillingly prescient story from 1996 
that predicts the inevitable conse 
quences of space exploration, which 
was proven by Columbia almost ex- 


actly seven years after the article was | 


published 

Gladwell is a cultural economist 
— even if he might not say so. How 
people work in the petri dish that is 


GLADWELL IS A CULTURAL ECONOMIST 


— EVEN IF HE MIGHT NOT SAY SO. 





of morning I can look into that mir- 
ror and almost see Malcolm Gladwell 
looking back at me. Gladwell sports 
a fro that would have put Hendrix to 
shame, and a brain that would have 
made Einstein just a little bit jealous. 
It's not an “ivory tower” ineffable 
kind of mind, but one that can look 
at people and how they work, both 
individually and in groups, and come 
up with spectacular revelations about 
the human creature. 

In What the Dog Saw we get a 
glimpse of Gladwell crafting his 


homo sapiens that reveal us in an 
honest, compelling way. 

For instance, he pulls the rug out 
from under criminal profiling, by re 
vealing the research into how many 
times it's been accurate, versus the 
number of times it's been grossly in 
accurate. He shows us how much our 
desire to believe something supports 
the sweeping generalizations made 
by many profilers. He even describes 
some of the tncks of the fortune- 
telling trade, and how often they 
crop up in criminal profiles Then he 
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society, is strongly influenced by how 
other people work, Finding those 
underlying connections and reveal 
ing them in a provocative way is the 
meat of Gladwell’s writing. | have yet 
to read another author that evokes 
so many “Aha!” and “Oh, | never 
thought of it that way ...” moments 
What The Dog Saw is the perfect 
primer for any Gladwell-phobes who 
might want to make the leap. It’s like 
19 little, brilliant, bite-sized books. 

1 may just save a fortune in hair 


product 


| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
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A THRILLING FANTASY ADVENTURE FOR AL! 
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BOOKS - COMICS - BY KENTON SMITH | 54 words 


POOF! Goes Her Inspiration 








POOFL 

By Line Gamache, translation by KerryAnn Cochrane 
Conundrum Press/BDANG, 94 pages, $15 
Ka 





Is there anything comics aren't 
these days? As a literary medium, 
comics have been used to tell every 


Her Inspiration Went Packing | And the artist sets out to find it in POOF! PHOTO SUPPLIED 


conceivable kind of story; from a v 
sual standpoint, there seems no limi 
tation to the exhibited range of style. 

Among the diverse output of com- 
ics today, POOF! stands out none- 
theless as a distinct piece of work. Its 
graphic style resembles that of few 
(if really any) other comics. And it 
goes against the grain of many con- 
temporary, so-called “literary” com- 
ics, by telling a story grounded not in 
realism, but magical realism. 

We'll talk style later. POOF! begins 
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with a wholly unexpected occurrence 
for its protagonist, Lili: her inspira- 
tion one day simply jumps out of 
her mouth, poof! Turns out it has a 
name, Hildie. And Hildie decides to 
split 

What to do? Lili can’t create a thing 
without her inspiration, prompting 
her and canine companion Kiki to set 
out after the mischievous imp. What 
follows is a journey to La-La Land 
involving talking animals, tiny peo- 
ple in suitcases, and a veiled woman 
with a detachable head, among other 
with _ Lili’s 
proving ever elusive 

POOF! has loads of something 
many books, whether prose or graph- 
ica, labour but fail to achieve: charm 
Craft, technique — these have only a 
small something to do with it. Ulti- 
mately, it’s there or it isn’t 

Page after page of POOF! is pure 
charm. Gamache's own inspiration 
is considerable, and she's adept at 
expressing it through her particular 


curiosities, 


visual style. 

Gamache's graphic approach is the 
same as in her first book, Hello, Me 
Pretty. It could be variably described 
as primitive or naive, wherein aca 
demic notions of perspective and 
proportion are cheerfully disregard- 
ed to serve the artist's purpose. It's 
a distinctive approach to a medium 
that tends to emphasize sharp, devel 
oped draughtsmanship. 


inspiration | 


| 


| 
| 





Some may call it childish and in- | 


tend the term pejoratively. Alterna 
tively, it could be called childlike and 
intended as praise. But here's the 


| thing: the style suits the story. The | 
world of POOF! is, after all, one in 


which the rules of the ordinary don't 
apply. 

A more conventional approach 
may have worked as well, but why 
does it matter when this one works 
fine, and provides the reader with 
something special? 

POOF! is the fourth title — and 
Gamache's second — in Conundrum 
Press's BDANG imprint, created pri- 
marily to translate and disseminate 
the work of Francophone comic art 
ists in Quebec. La belle province has 
been a major centre of comics pro: 
duction for some time, with more 


“mainstream” and underground 
spheres co-existing. 

Gamache's work could be classified 
under the latter category, but then 
again even it is a far cry from the 


work of underground Quebec artists 


like Richard Suicide. It shows that | 


comics creators are capable as artists 
of any medium to carve out their own 
idiosyncratic niches of originality. 
We've reached a point where com- 
ic books can stop making a case for 
their own legitimacy; it's possible 
to get on with discussing comics in 
depth the way we have about other 
media for years, POOF! is a comic 
worth sharing. Enthusiastically. 


BOOK TRENDS - TRANSLATIONS - BY CAM COTTON O'BRIEN | 887 wonts 


Lost In Translation 





It's like isolationisrn never went out 
of style in North American publish- 
ing, Less than three per cent of the 


| books published in America in any 


given year are translations, which 
is extremely low compared to Euro- 
pean countries: roughly 40 per cent 
of publications in France are transla- 
tions and 30 to 35 per cent in Spain. 

Canada even has the advantage of 
government funding for books by 
Canadian authors, which are trans- 
lated by Canadians. From a grant 
perspective, the language the books 
are being translated into doesn't 
matter; it's only important that the 
author and translator are Canadian 
—a large number of translations pub- 
lished exclusively for Canada are the 
result of our bilingual culture. Most 
published translations are often by 
smaller Canadian presses. Larger 
publishing houses typically publish 
joint ventures with their U.S., U.K 
or Australian counterparts. 

“An English-language _ publisher 


| will buy the English-language rights, 


translate a portion of it, and then sell 
territorial rights to various publish- 


specialists, since topical issues are no 
longer newsworthy by the time they 
are translated and released. Fiction, 
a much more subjective medium to 
assess, also encounters publishing 
hurdles, Problems include lack of au- 
thor presence for promotion, cultural 
differences making the work difficult 
for North Americans to understand, 
and even the hesitancy of reviewers 
to tackle translated works 

Reviewers are often concerned 
they won't know enough about the 
book because they are unfamiliar 
with the culture it comes from, ex- 
plains Stein. “You wouldn't believe 
how many times you hear, when 
you're talking to some critics, ‘I can't 
review it, because I'll just look stupid, 
because 1 just don’t know anything 
about it, "" she says. 

Sorne maintain the vast difference 
in the number of translations pub- 
lished in the U.S., as opposed to Eu- 
rope, is a reflection of the different 
literary cultures. Americans are insu- 
lar and want nothing to do with other 
cultures, while Europeans are much 
more open readers. Part of this, cer- 
tainly, seems to be the geographical 
conditions of the two regions. 

“[Europeans] are used to languag- 
es, and a foreign language doesn't 
necessarily mean a culture that they 





CULTURAL DIFFERENCES MAKING THE WORK HARD 
FOR NORTH AMERICANS TO UNDERSTAND. 


ers who then contribute a portion of 
the translation [{cost],” explains Iris 
Tupholme, vice-president, publisher 
and editor-in-chief of HarperCollins 
Canada. Bilingualism notwithstand 
ing, because there are very few in 
translations published 
exclusively for the Canadian market, 


ternational 


Canada is much closer to the Ameri 
can model than to that of the French 
or Spanish 

Lorin Stein, senior editor at Far- 
rar, Straus and Giroux, an American 
publishing house noted for releas 
ing a significant number of trans- 


| lated works, says that the lack of 





translations to some extent reflects 
editors’ difficulties ing finding books 
to translate. “A lot of houses in Eu- 
rope, if they're big enough, will have 
editors that will cover one or two 
languages. Here, in the States, where 
it is less common for people to have 
other languages, it's kind of catch-as- 
catch-can," says Stein 

ven for books that snag an editor's 
attention, neither fiction nor non- 
fiction is easy to sell in the American 
market, and by extension, the Cana 
dian market as well. Lucinda Karter, 
director of the French Publishers’ 
Agency, which represents the inter 
ests of French publishing houses in 
the U.S. market, notes that non-fic- 
tion books must typically be scholar- 
ly works written by highly regarded 


can't understand,” says Karter, “They 
travel a lot; they know each country 
around them. Most French people 
probably are familiar or could read a 
German book without feeling lost, or 
too far removed, or an Italian book or 
a Dutch book.” 

Stein doesn't believe the low num- 
ber of books translated for the U.S 
market indicates American xenopho- 
bia. Rather, he thinks much of it may 
be attributed to the considerable U.S. 
population, and the sheer number of 
writers within the country. 

“[In] the U.S. we just get a lot of 
writing, and I think that that is really 
easy to overlook,” he says. “Quebec 
imports a lot of books, and it's kind 
of surprising that francophone Que- 
bec can, with 7 million French speak- 
ers, support a bunch of little publish- 
ing houses. That's very surprising, 
right? But, you'd be really surprised 
if they could get by without needing 
novels written in France, That would 
be really shocking. In the same way, 
it would be really shocking if the 
Dutch people could get by just read- 
ing books written by Dutch people. It 
would not be shocking if Americans 
could get by just reading books writ- 
ten by Americans, just as a matter of 
size.” If this is the case, then the so- 
lution to the lack of translation into 
English has an easy fix: increase the 
demand — read more. 
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MEMORIES (cont'd from p. 22) 

he scrunch of snow as the tires 

stop rolling. Stepping up the 
precarious driveway with presents 
that won't be wrapped until the last 
possible moment 
Mom, Dad and brother Bruce. Hugs 
and pleasantries. Beverages stiff 
enough to fell a linebacker. All the 


Greetings from 


while, the tension is building and the 
conversation falls into an expectant 
pause. With a voice of studied indif 
ference, someone drops the fateful 
words..."So, who wants to play 

game?” 

Heads lift. Eyes widen. Pupils d 
late. You can actually see nostrils 
flaring. The pack has caught the 
scent. People acquiesce, as if there 
is “nothing really better to do.” It is 
an ancient dance, as old as the fam 
ily tree. Nonchalance in the face of 
predatory excitement 


Agameisselected. Boards, dice and 





score pads are set up, Words come 
faster. Drinks are refilled. Snacks are 
re-stocked. And it begins. With every 
roll of the dice, every picture drawn 


seemagazine.com 


every definition created, every pawn 


moved or sent home, the players 


enervate. Someone crosses the fin 
ish line, or scores the final point and 


there is a cheer that would drown out 





the winning goal of the Stanley Cup 


Another round? 


ask the pe 





who did well. “A different game!" de 


mand those who did poorly. And s 
on into the nigh 
In the randomness that is life and 





this h 





sur family 


een our truest of Christmas trad 

















tions, My wife and my I IW 
But now, you can see it in them, the 
pulse quickening, the breathing be 
on apid and shallow, and the 
hackles lifting when someone says 
Sc ho wants t play a game 
Randy Brososky 

long time ago, in a galaxy far. 

far away — actually, screw Star 


Wars, my best commercial Christmas 


d 


memories 





‘onfidently orbit ar 


anything to do with SCTV in the 








EXHIBITS 


JOCTOBERS FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO, 10354 WHITE 
AVE. TOMAR TIA photographry exhibition by Tracey Tomtene. 
documenting 3 Octobers in New York city. nfo: 439-9604 
ANOTHER BRUSH TU GALLERY J0718-124 ST. TD AN 16 
Cartoons and watercolours by Yardley Jones. Info: 452-9664, 
ALITTLE BIT OF THIS, A LITTLE BIT OF THAT SIDESHOW 
GALLERY, 9609-82 AVE. TO JANA group exhibition by 
Anthony Baker. Brandon Dalmer, Susan Fothergill, Marysot 
Foucault, Dana Holst, Travis McEwen, Esther Scott, Jodi 
Sharp, il Watamanivk, and Laurel Westlund. Info: ww. 
sideshowgallesy.ca. 

ANORTHERN ALPHABET ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM. 
12645-102 AVE. TDJAN 3] Artwork by Ted Harrison, Info:453- 
9100. ART GALLERY KAMENA GALLERY, S718 CALGARY 
TRAIL Featuring various artwork. Inf: 944-9497 

CRAZY FAMILY RED GALLERY, 9621 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 31 
Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom depicting her farmly over the 
years. Info: 498-1984/wwrw redgallery ca 

DIAMONDS: MINED, REFINED, AND DESIGNED ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12B45-102 AVE. TO JAN 17 An exhibit 
focusing on the processes of finding. extracting 
and cutting diamonds. info. 453-9100. 
FALLING FIELDS, STILLNESS AND 
MOTION STANLEY A. MILNER LI- 
BRARY, #7SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
SQUARE TO DEC 30 Oil Paintings by 
Lorraine Shutba. Inf: 496-7030. 
LOVE LETTERS TO FEMINISM 
ASSINIBOIA HALL (UOF A), 114 ST- 
S9AVE TODEC3I Hosted by the U of 
A's Women Studies Program. 
‘LOVE'EM, HATE"EM: CANADIANS 
AND THEIR POLITICIANS MUSEE HERITAGE 
‘MUSELIMS, ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT TO FEB I4 Artwork 
depicting past political leaders. Info: 459-1528. 

MUCH MORE MUNSCH ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 
12845-102 AVE. TO APR 6 An interactive exhibit which brings 
some of the author's famous children’s stories to life. Info: 
453-9100 

EW WORKS DANDY SALON, I1104-82 AVE. TO DEC 31 Draw- 
Ings by Moana Wasywich. Info: 433-7078. 

NOW AND THEN PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA, A555 
ROPER RO. TO JAN 24 Photography by Images Camera Club. 
Info: 427-1750. 

RUSS HOGER MULTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART GAL- 
LERY, 5411-51 ST, STONY PLAIN TO JAN 20 Paintings by the 
fuss Hoger. Info: 963-2777 

‘STREAM TO THE RIVER FRINGE GALLERY, 10516 WHYTE 
AVE. TO.JAN 15 Oils on canvas by Jennifer Shook. Infu: 
82-0240. 

VANISHING CULTURES ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, IZ845- 
102 AVE. TO JAN 31 Photography by Larry Louie, documenting 
world cultures on the precipice of dramatic change. info: 
453-9100. 

VISIBLE WORK, INVISIBLE WOMEN EXTENSION CENTRE 
GALLERY, MAIN FLOOR ATRIUM, 10230 JASPER AVE. TOJAN 6 
Photography by PalagurTen Sainath Infa: 492-6442 

WET PAINT STUDIO GALLERY, 11 PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT TD 
DEC31 Artwork by the Visual Arts Studio Association. info: 
460-5993 

WINTER COLLECTION WEST END GALLERY, 12308 JASPER 
AVE. TO.JAN31 Artwork by Robert Savignac, Claudette 
Castonguay, Pierre Grou, Rod Charlesworth, laude | 
‘Simard, Bill Webb, and Glen Semple. Info: 433-3399, 











THEATRE 


JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAM- 
COAT FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY SHERWOOD PARK 
TD,JAN3 A biblical saga of Joseph and his coat of many 
Colors comes to life in the popular musical parable Info: 
worw festivalplace ab ca/649-3378 

LUCK SE A LADY JUBILATIONS DINNER THEATRE (WEM) TO 
JAN23 A tribute to the music ot Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, 
and other Vegas legends. 

‘OH SUSANNA! VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE Last 
Saturday of every month. 1! p.m. 

THE SUPER GROOVY ‘70S MAYFIELD DINNER THEATRE, 
16615-109 AVE. TO FEB 16 A tribute to: out music and 
fashion of the 70s music. Tickets: www-mayfieldtheatre ca. 


COMEDY 


ALBERTA COMEDY SHOWCASE THE (OMIC STRIP (WEM) 
DEC 26-27 Tidets: www thecomicstrin.a. 
ALTERNATIVE TUESDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) Doors 
@8 pum Tickets: $12. Info: www thecomicstrip.a. 
ND 
VE DEC 26-278 
om. Info wwrw.thelaughshop.ca 
THE DRUID COMEDY NIGHT THE 
‘DRUID, 11606 JASPER AVE. Protes- 
sional and amateur comedian 
every Sun @ 9pm, 
HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE 
(COMIC STRIP (WEM) Amateur 
comedy. Doors @ 8 p.m. info: www. 
thecomicstrip.ca/483-5999. 
THEHYDEAWAY COMEDY NIGHT 
HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE, 10209-100 
AVE Tuesdaysat 9pm. 
PAUL BROWN AND FRIENDS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) 
DEC298 pm info: 483-5999 
SEAN LECOMBER THE (DMIC STRIP (WEM) TO DEC 27 With 
‘fuests. 6 pum. Info: 483-5999 
WINSTON SPEAR THE CDMIC STRIP (WEM) TOJAN3 
With guests Info 483-5999, Tickets: wwrw.thecomiestrip, 
guests. 
DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. Live 
improvised soap opera. Mondays at 7.30 pm. 


READINGS 
& LECTURES 


‘AN EVENING OF POETRY LIPPER CRUST CAFE, 10909-86 
AVE Mondays at 7 pm. 

POETRY READINGS ROUGE LOUNGE 10IN1-117 ST. Every 
Tuesday with local poets. B pum. info: 902-5300. 

miter any, allotted five musts each. Inf: thebunkero- 
extshotmail.com.8 pum ino 932-4409. 

WRITER'S CORNER STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7.5/R 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE The library hosts a different 
author each month. Last Sunday of each manth at 130 p.m. 
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the most memorable skit characters 


in TV hi 


early ‘80s. High up the list is saucy gets even better, the Nutcracker Suite 


John Candy's Johnny 





Catherine O'Hara playing burlesque _ especially wonderful and even haunt 





comedian Dusty Townes. Her bawdy ing at times. This priceless episode Larue, having gone over budget as 


Rick Mc 


ranis in a Liberace piano duel where 






forced by Guy Cabellero to 





special has Andrea Martin contort features Dave Thomas ani 


ing around as a Solid Gold dancer a frozen street-beat report liv 


and John Candy as Di Elton John rebounds a soccer bal but he gets his wish for a crane shot 


Baby 





e, singing 








a Took My ay From _ into the sequined ivory gymnast. The he end as Bob and Doug show 








Me” with the Jull Haalmeyer Danc- same actors at work, Bob and Doug ne party after everyone else has 
ers, shot skating on a snowy day in do their Beer Nog skit, and later pan gone home. Pure magic, all that ten 
Victoria Park rink in our valley. But _ ning through the staff party it's easy and yelling fitting the season 
the ensemble's 1981 Christmas show to understand why these are some of _ perfectly. ~Fish Griwkowsky 
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local singles 


TRY 
FOR 
FREE 


CODE 8938 


780. 


More local numbers: 
1.800.210.1010 
livelinks.com 18+ 

Men Dial: #LIVE (#5483) 
‘on your Bell, Rogers or 


Fido cell 79¢/min. CHATLINE™ 
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| SEX+ ADVICE | 1254 words 


‘Truck-Stop Spankings 
And Some Shocking Sex 


SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

DAN ADVISES AGAINST SECRET 
MEETINGS WITH STRANGE MEN 
AT ROADSIDE REST STOPS 





I'm a woman who wants to be 
spanked, But I'm overweight and 
self-conscious. Men who like to 
spank women like to spank petite 
women. Sometimes I'll search 
kinky personal sites or other 
online forums and find someone 
who might want to spank me 

But I get scared and I back out. 
Most recently, I've been talking 





with all this safety information, 
and insisted on getting to know 
each other via email and phone 
conversations before we actu- 
ally meet, This makes me trust 
him and feel better when I think 
about going to meet him. 

But I still feel like it's a very bad 
idea. Nobody knows Ihave a fetish 
for this stuff, so I can't tell any- 
one where I'll be going, and I feel 
like going to meet a stranger on 
a highway so he can beat me is a 
very stupid thing to do. Plus, if he 
kills me, everybody will scream, 
“Well, what did you think would 
happen!” at my fat dead body. 

What do you think? 

She Wants A Tanning 


I think meeting strange men in rest 
stops is a bad idea generally, SWAT, 
and meeting strange men in rest 


(And I'm going to be hearing from 
them after this column appears.) But 
you are not the right person for a 
kinky rest-stop hookup with a near- 
stranger. 

This has nothing to do with your 
size, SWAT, and everything todo with 
your self-esteem issues and your iso 
lation. I’m not saying this particular 
trucker is a crazed serial killer or an 
abuser. But serial killers and abusers 
seek out women who are isolated and 
have self-esteem issues, vulnerable 
women they can manipulate and ex 
ploit. Until you can approach some- 
one with some confidence and with 
at least one confidant, you shouldn't 
be making dates to see anyone. 

Repeat after me: “Some men like 
big women. Some men like spanking 
women. Some men like spanking big 
For those men, your big ass 
is an asset, SWAT. Also: “I can't meet 


women. 





SERIAL KILLERS AND ABUSERS SEEK OUT WOMEN WHO ARE ISOLATED AND HAVE 


| SELF-ESTEEM ISSUES, VULNERABLE WOMEN THEY CAN MANIPULATE AND EXPLOIT. 
| UNTIL YOU CAN APPROACH SOMEONE WITH SOME CONFIDENCE AND WITH AT 


LEAST ONE CONFIDANT, YOU SHOULDN'T BE MAKING DATES TO SEE ANYONE. 


stops along his routes around 
the country and meets with and 
spanks women. He is patient and 
encouraging, and has references, 


| 
| to a trucker who stops at rest 
| and has directed me to boards 


stops for a beating seems like a par- 
ticularly bad idea. There are probably 
lots of decent and kind truckers out 
there, some of them kinky, and they 
have just as much right to pursue 
their sexual interests as anyone else 





GETTING HARD? 


TRYus FREE 


780.665.6666 


403.770.0776 


in Hab, Frenctons apy 


other cities 1.877.628.9696 
1.900.451.1441 25/1500 
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someone for a kinky hookup — in a 
rest stop or a hotel room or some- 
one's apartment — unless someone 
knows where I'm going, who I'm 
with, and when I'm expected home.” 


My boyfriend of six months has a 
weird dick-area odour. It's worse 
after a long day, but it's there 
even after he showers. It's this 
sickly sweet rotting smell that 
makes it hard for me to give him 
oral. Even jacking him off can be 
tough when I get a whiff. In all 
the years I've been sexually ac- 
tive, I've never smelled anything 
like this. I wonder if it might 

be that he was in a brutal car 


| accident years ago that messed 
| up his innards, He's one of those 





closed-off stoic types who hasn't 
had much luck or help in life, 
including followup care after 
the accident, and he also doesn't 
take the best care of his health — 
heavy smoker, doesn't eat right or 
exercise (although no drugs). 
When we first got together, he 
seemed like a confident, happy, 
dominant man, the first man of 
this type I have ever met who also 
treated me respectfully. As the re- 
lationship wears on, I am finding 
that he is locked up tightly with 
insecurities. He worries every- 
thing down to shreds and hates 


| his job but won't leave it because 
| “he helps people there,” despite 


being royally screwed wage-wise. 
If it were one problem or the other, 
SAVAGE cont’d on p. 27 
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SAVAGE (cont'd from p. 26) 


I would suck it up for the sake of 
the most supportive relationship 
I've ever had. But iron emotional 
control + horrible dick odor = I 
have to get stupid drunk to have 
sex with him. Do you know what 
the odour might be? And should 1 
wait to see if he loosens up more 
with time (his request when I talk 
about the emotional issue) or get 
on with my life solo? 

One Dick Only Reeks 


Our bodies have two types of sweat 
glands, ODOR, eccrine glands, which 
are all over our bodies, and apocrine 
glands, which are concentrated in 
our armpits and crotches. Apocrine 
glands pump out ranker-smelling 
sweat, and these glands pump out 
more sweat when a person is stressed 
out — and it sounds like your boy: 
And 
since the fluids that come out of our 


friend is always stressed out 


bodies — spit, piss, come and sweat 
— are composed of what we put into 
our bodies, your boyfriend's shitty 
diet and his cigarette addiction aren't 
helping matters much, either 

If you love him, ODOR, be straight 
with him: If he wants to keep you 
in his life, he needs to loosen up, 
improve his diet and see 2 doc and 
a dermatologist about the crotch 
stank. 


Ihave recently been toying with 


the idea of doing electro stuff, 
but I'm worried that it could 

get ugly. Suppose you have a 
battery-powered vibrator in your 
ass and two of those electricity 
conducting e-stim pads on either 
ass cheek. I have horrible mental 
images of the vibrator exploding 
in my ass. Am I being completely 
irrational? I need a kinky electri 
cian to guide me! Thanks so 
much for all that you do! 

The Electric Company 


“He has nothing to worry about 
says David, the mad genius behind 
SexTek 


erotic e-stim gear, and my go-to guy 


which makes and markets 
for all e-stim questions. “The electri 
cal bits in the vibrator won't be both. 
ered in the slightest by the e-stim 
currents flowing nearby, and the 
vibrator won't interfere with the e 
stim. Assuming your device is made 
for use on the human body, the low 
power currents involved only stimu 
The 
vibrator won't be bothered at all 
But make sure you're using a proper 


late nearby nerves and mus« 





commercial e-stim device and read 
the manual. Most electrosex injuries 
occur when someone uses the wrong 
equipment or improvises. 

Yeah, yeah: The guy who sells 
commercial e-stim products is tell 
ing TEC to buy a commercial e 


stim product. Anyone who thinks 


David is wrong — anyone who thinks 





exploring e-stim without first pur 














chasing equipment designed to be 
used for-e-stim play — is welcome to 
stick the fraye J of an extensior 
ord up his butt and then report back 
to us about how that worked out for 
him, The e-stim-curious with sense 
however, will take David's advice and 
check out the products available 

www.sextek com and those mad 





other ¢-stim companie 


Any last-minute Xmas gift ideas, 
Dan? 


Nothing Under Tree 


Sure, NUT: Tinsel, my friend Hank 


Stuever's brilliant and hilarious new 


book about America’s Christmas 
present; Every Man Dies Alone, a 
chilling 1947 novel by Hans Fallada 


about life under the Nazis (Fallada 
barely 


didn't live tc 


see his masterwork published); the 


rman novelist wh 





war and 


bondage enthus 





on your list will 
love the hemp rope for sale at twist 
edmonk.com; and the ET302R avail 
able at sextek.com makes the perfect 


stocking stuffer. 


Find the Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
thestranger.com/savage 


mail@savagelove.net 








ALL REAL, ALL LOCAL | Que 2.¢) SINGLES IN YOUR CITY! 


Get your 
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RIAL 


NOW! 


403- 


Calgary 
770-0990 


Other Cities 
1-888-482-8282 
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[+ Who is Robin Thicke’s father? 
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THERAPY 


e-mail the answer to win@see.greatwest.ca by 
Monday December 28, 2009 @ noon 


Calgary 
403-31 3.3330 
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$25720min 


Edmonton 
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190. Announcements 


PROVINCE-WIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS. Reach over 1 
million readers weekly. Only 
$259, + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


DO YOU have graveVaggregate 
deposits on your property? We 
specialize in marketing, mining, 
managing and = reciaiming 
aggregate resources. Contact 
Tom 1-888-784-4400 for more 
information. 


FUN, PROFIT, SUCCESS. Great 
Canadian Dollar Store, a dollar 
store leader since 1993 has new 
franchise opportunities coast to 
coast. Call today 1-877-388-0123, 
ext 229; www.dollarstores. com, 


9700. ‘Support Groups 
ARE DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


10. Education/Training 


MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
RATED #2 for at-home jobs. 
Achieve your goal, Work from 
home! Start your medical 
transcription —_ training —_today. 
Contact CanSaibe at 
1-800-466-1535: 
www canscribe.com, 
\nfo@canseribe.com, 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


#1 IN PARDONS. Remove your 
criminal record. Express Pardons 
‘offers. the fastest pardons, lowest 
prices, and i's guaranteed. BBB 
accredited. Free consultation 
Tol free = 1-866-416-6772; 
www ExpressPardons com, 


CHEAP TELEPHONE 
RECONNECT! Low rates, fast 
connections, reliable service. 
Intemet & long distance offered 
‘Ask about holiday discounts! Call 

jw - Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274 
www phonetactory.ca. 


EMPLOYER SEEKING a full 
time CAD Technologist. to 
develop and prepare drawings of 
driling rig equipment, buildings. 
check and verily design drawings 


from —proliminary concepts, 
sketches, engineered 
calculations, spec sheets and 


other data. Applicants must have 
geod communication ils, 
knowledge of AutoCAD Inventor 
‘Suite 2010. Apply to: Do All Metal 
Fabricating. Fax 306-634-8389 or 
e m a i ' 

fitzgeraid@ doalimetal com 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
TRAINING, Full-size excavators, 
dozers, graders, loaders. 
Pertinent sataty tickets. ITA 


designated trainer, Provincially 
Certified Instructors. Government 


registered. Job —_ placement 
assistance; _www.iheschool.com. 
1-866-399-3853, 


INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people ke you. Post your 
resume online. FREE. Visit 
www.awna,com/restimes_add.ph 
p 


NATIONAL COMPANY currently 
hiring for the Alberta Region 
Couples - are you looking for a 
career together? Duties would 
include Sales, Otfice 
Administration & — Maintaining 
Commercial Rental Property. On 
site 2 bedroom residence 
provided + salary ($54 - 58K), 
Please email both resumes to 
dlayton@penmurlaw com. 





ECT 2 Artist to Artist 200. Massage Therapy (m4040. Livestock 


HYDRAULIC SHOP MANAGER 
needed to help set up and 
manage a new hydraulic division 
located in Estevan, SK. Other 
duties will include —_ sales, 
coordinating, delegating 
managing all hydraulic projects 
Applicants must be journeyman 
hydraulic mechanic with 3 years 
experionce. Must have 
knowledge of drilling rig 
hydraulics, capable of working in 
fast paced environment in an 
effective and organized manner, 
Apply to: Do All Metal 
Fabricating. Fax 306-634-8623 or 
ee me sa... 
clitzgerald@doallmetal.com 
Must supply 3 references & 
desired salary. 


MANAGER OF TRACK Kelowna 
Pacific Railway Lid (KPR) is 
accepting applications for our 
Manager of Track position. KPA 
operates in the Okanagan Valley 
and this pOsition will work out of 
our Vernon, BC office. 
Experiance ‘in all aspacts of track 
work is essential for this position 
Including tack equipment, track 
inspections, rules and regulatory, 
budgeting, costing and good 
computer and communication 
skills. Please submit resume to: 
info@khawkca Only those 
Candidates selected for an 
intecview will be contacted 


SALESPERSON - Employer 
fooking for salesperson with 
knowledge of dhilling rigs and 
telated equipment == Metal 
fabricating, sandblasting and 
painting knowledge or experience 
would be an-asset. Must be able 
fo work flexible shifts and have a 
valid drivers licence. Apply to: Do 


All Metal Fabricating, Estevan, 
SK Email 
cfitzgerald@doallmetalcom. Fax 
306-624-8389 


1600. Volunteers Want 


Job Shadow Volunteers Needed! 
Host a U of Astudent in your 
workplace in February 

www caps valberta.ca 


RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
{s looking for groups interested in 
preparing a meal for our tamilies 
The “Home for Dinner” program 
allows tired and stressed parents 
to return trom the hospital to a 
wonderful home cooked meal 
joan@rmhnorthemalberta.org 

or call 780 439-5437, 


The Sexual Assauit Centre is 
‘recruiting volunteers for our 24 
hours crisis line. We offer 50 
hours of crisis intervention 
training at no charge. Please call 
Joy at 780-423-4102 or email at 
joys@sace_ab.ca for more 
information, 


Volunteers Wanted 

oe on Whyte Festival, Jan 14-24, 

2010, visit www.iceonwhyte.ca 
and click on volunteer 


1700. Employment Wanted 


NANNIES/CAREGIVERS _ skilled 
workersabourers. Overseas 
workers (nannies, convenient 
stores, restaurant workers & 
much more) are seeking 
employment in Canada, All aro 
well trained and/or experienced 
In their field. Phone Worldwide 
Caregivers Inc. 780-709-0005. 
www workdwidecaregivers.ca. 


Hip and trendy downtown 
bohemian style boutique now 
accepting unique and original 

clothing and art on 
consignment 
PLEASE CONTACT Christine 
at 780-902-2225 or 
modaboho@gmail.com. 


Promotional Photography and 
Design by Elaine 


Band pholos. CO covers. 
Postcard. Posters. Invitations 
Want it a litte eday? Something 
different? What ever your needs | 
can meet them with a creative 
twist at a reasonable price. Call 
Elaine at 780-710-5637 or email 
atewannechko@ hotmail. com. 
Image Site, 
tty /Aweew. flick. com/photos/elain 
egail’ 


2010. Musicians Available, 


Bass Player Available 
trex_audio@shaw.ca 


Exp'd drummer ttipt. Looking for 
country/rock/blues gigs. Many 
styles, with years exp. and 
touring. Call Glenn at 
780-233-7664, 


JOHNNY CASH TRIBUTE 
BAND. Call 780-699-7685. 


Sound Systems available to 
clubs or commercial premises, 
lease or purchase 
‘Lrex_audio@shaw.ca 


2021 Musicians Wanted 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalisvrhythm guitar. 
Contact 477-3708, 





Bass player with strong harmony 
vocals wanted for a regularly 
gigging, three piece, power, 
Tools based trio. Call Marv 
Machura @ 240-1509, 
woww.mnarvmachura.com 
maryv@marvmachura.com 


Bassist (vocals a plus) needed 
for original hard rock band w/ 
some covers.!nfl. Velvet 
Revolver/ STP/ Sosthor/ Chains! 
Nirvana etc. Serious only please. 
Call 780 996-3571 any time. 


Local alt-rock/pop-punk band 
Colour in Contlict needs solid 
bassisVbackup vocalist. Large 
catalogue of original tunes, 
regular gigs and forthcoming 
record. Call Robyn at 
780-919-3242 or email 
colourinconflict @gmait com 


Looking for musicians interested 
in forming an Oasis Tribute Band. 
Frontman must be able to play a 
wicked tambourine. Cail 
7805545632 for more 
information 


Professional metal band seeks 
dedicated guitarist and bass 
player, No coke heads etc. Call 
952-4927. 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


ANT) TG se 
FURNITURE/Collectibles Auction 
New Years Day! Word class 
antiques. All categories. 11 am., 
Friday, January 1. 1235 - 1 Ave 
Wainwright, Alberta. . Scribner 
Auction Lid, 780-842-5666, 
www.scribnemet.com. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's: 
equipment, real estate, livestock 
of 8 complete farm dispersal 
Contact us today! 
1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


#14 STEEL Building Sale! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, 
shop, warehouse. 6 colours 
available! 40 year warranty! Free 
shipping, the first 20 callers! 
1-800-457-2206 

www .crownsteelbuilkdings. com. 


$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one relused - $38.95 monthly - 


$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 
Call = Choice = Tel. =n! 
1-888-333-1405, 


A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit 
don’ sweat it No deposits. No 
edit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464, 


BUILDING SALE! Priced to sell! 
Canadian manufacturer sinoe 
1980. Final Clearancel. Special 
sizes, 20X24, 25X30, 30X40, 
35X50, 40X60, 48X90, 50X10, 
60X150. Others! Pioneer Steel 
Manutactures, 1-800-668-5422 


FRESH NOVA SCOTIA live hard 
shelled labster delivered to your 
door in 24 hours Call toll {ree 
1-877-465-1133 oF ofder online 
www Jobsterexpress. ca. 


H&H TRAILER SALE Bow 
Valley Ford, Canmore, Alberta. 
Thousands in discounts. Clearing 
the lot Cargos, flatbeds, car 
haulers, —_ goosenecks, mora! 
1-800-403-0084 ext 257 or 
alan _way@bowvalleyford.com. 


Home Phone Reconnect Call 
1-866-287-1348. Prepaid long 
distance: ‘specials! Feature 
package —_specials|_ Referral 
Program! Dont be without a 
home phone. Cail to connect 
now! 1-866-287-1348, 


LAPTOPS FROM $399. or 
$25,/month, Limited time and 
quantities. Easy financing 
Telephone approval += Call 
1-877-992-9992 





Top 40 cover band Seeking 
experienoad drummer. Serious 
inquiries only. Call Rob at 
780-905-8406 


2040. Music Instruction 


Guitar lessons - Webcam, 
Mobile, group or private. All Ages 
and Styles - 20 yrs, Experience 
Visit www.guitarinstructor.ca or 
call Billy 490-6169 


00. CESS ORO 


HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing, 
Whyte Avenue Area. Non sexual, 
7 days. Almasta 780-405-8765 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib: 299a. 
Galvalume $.63 sq. ft. Colours 


$76 sq ft IN STOCK 2570 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE 
Builders ‘Supplies 
1-888-263-8254, 


SYONEY CROSBY game tickets 
for the Oilers January 14 game 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
This is the only Pittsburgh game 
for the next 2 years. These 
tickets ate for fans in rural 
Alberta/NWT® only. $249. each, 
dinner included = Seats are 
limited! Call ash Tours and 
Tickets 1-800-265-0000. 


HORSE BREEDERS & Owners 
Conference, January 15 - 17 in 
Red Deer, 18 educational 
sessions on variety of horse 
elated topics Intoregistration at 
www.albertahorseindustry.ca 
Phone 403-420-5949. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HAY SALE / Delivery and 
photography, a family run 
business, Call 480-298-1846 


HEATED/GREEN Canola 
wanted. Buying green, heated or 
frozen Canola._.Buying; oats, 
barley, wheat & peas for 
food..Buying damaged —_or 
ofigrade grain. “On farm Pickup’ 
Westcan Feed = & Grain 
1-877-250-5252 


ROUND HAY BALES for sale, 
cheap. Delivery available Self 
unloading. 0 Sunday calls please 
403-843-6380. 


S800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2010 MODELS - Immediate tree 
delivery anywhere in Alberta. 20 
X 76, 1500 sq. ft loaded with 
options $117,900 
1-800-463-0084 

wvew jandelhornes,com. 


BUY WITH CONFIDENCE trom 
an industry § leader! Custom 
Modular Homes al best prices! 
Singles and Sectionals. Free call 
1-877-543-0089 or 
www.countryhilishomes,com. 


NEED A NEW HOME or cottage 
for spring. New plans in stock 22 
X 76, 1672 sq. ft. starting at 
$117,850. Order now and avoid 
the disappointment of higher 
prices and longer waiting time 
Visit our show lot at Pleasant 


Homes or call us at 
780-939-3584 or 
1-866-962-0238. 


PRICES REDUCED on two ‘08 
instock models. Ask about the 
‘te Chateau" reduced from 
$139,900. to $114,900, Only one 
Chateau left, call now. 
Commonwealth Homes, 
Lethbridge 403-320-2012 oF toll 
free 1-800-640-2012. 43rd Street 
South just south off Hwy 3. 


SPRING DELIVERY SPECIAL 
December 1, 2009 to March 1, 
2010. Order your modular home 
for spring delivery and receive 
$5000. factory direct discounts. 
Single and multi section homes 
delivered by June 30, 2010 
qualify. Ask about in stock 
specials. Best Buy Homes. 
Airdrie 1-877-275-5585. Red 
Deer 1-877-396-5564 


6100. 


$0 DOWN at Auto Credit Fast 
Need a vehicle? Good or bad 
credit cal Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599 

www autocreditfast.ca. $500. free 
Chvistnas cash with purchase. 
OAC. OLN 30309. 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
ust All, makes and modols. 
Professional credit _rebuilders. 
Delivery Available, Call Garth 
403-888-5593 or 
1-886-476-1928. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp. serving 
Alberta tor 20 years, 


Cars 


NEED A VEHICLE? Need money 
for Christmas? Up to $10,000 
cash back! No credit refused 
Rebuild your credit. Over 400 
vehicles to choose from. Call Will 
or Ashley today! 1-888-289-8935, 


SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 


Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for no-obligation 
quote. Additional discounts 
available 


WANT A VEHICLE but stressed 
about your credit? Last week 11 
out of 14 applications approved! 
We fund your future not your 
past. Any credit, $500. Christmas 
c a 8 h 
www.coastlineautocredit.com of 
1-888-208-3205, 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 


1-877-478-4410. Credit 
cardsideposit $3.19/minute. 18+. 
1-900-783-3800 


www. mysticalconnections.ca, 


17245. Misc. Services 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance, Call 
1-888-623-5050 for no-obligation 
quote Additional discounts 
available 


CRIMINAL RECORD? — Think: 
Canadian pardon, US. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record check), 
Divorce? Simple. Fast 
Inexpensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection to $25,000. 
Caries ac vy. 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540. 


EST CONSOLIDATION 
PROGRAM. Helping Canadians 
fepay debts, reduce or eliminate 
interest, regardless of your credil 
Steady income? You may quality 


for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3828, Froe 
‘consuftation, government 
approved, BBB member 

900: Personals 





100s of HOT urban singles 

are looking to hookup NOW 
Try It FREE! 18+ 
780-401-2332 ** 403-770-079 


Absolutely HOT chat! 18+ 
{ree to try, local singles waiting 
780-669-2323 ** 403-770-0990 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
talk dirty After Hours! 

Try it FREE! 18+ 
780-665-0808 ** 403-313-3330 


DATING SERVICE. __Long- 
term/short-term —_ relationships, 
feo calls! 1-877-297-9883. 
Exchange voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984, Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 
chatlines, Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+) 


En Adult Ta 


9161 Adult Personals 


Sizzle with SEXY Singles 
Call 780-490-2257 
Or 800-210-1010 
Free w/ code 4995 
wewnw livelinks com 
www 4-play.ca 
NEW YEARS EVE 2010 
‘Swingers Hotel Party Edmonton 
Club Open Every Friday & 
Saturday 780-487-PLAY (7529) 


9450. Adult Massage 


ANNALISE LANE 
780-965-2377 
100% Independent 
Call For Hours 
Mature, Flat Rate. 


www-annaliselane.com 





Christy's outgoing massage. 
Hot German Blonde, can travel. 
Fluent in German. Call any 


409-770-079 
sae e ts 
ne 


4-900-548-1111 
tine 





en ten oe 

































SEE Classified 
try something 
new book today 


780.430.9003 









CRUISELINE MAKES YOUR PACKAGE BIGGER! 





Dechlathialaniist 





Grab our 500 or 1000 min package, 






(Sa urtoenrnorvice for deta LSTLBE2 2005 


780.413. 7122 


Get 30% MORE TIME FREE! 
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1320 99 Street NW 
Edmonton 
(780) 450-7550 


Authorized reseller of: 


OYAMAHA “Fedo a= D> FUTURE SHOP 
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| ASTROLOGY - DEC. 24-30 - BY THE KID 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


| 








(CEC 2-10.19) 

This week you'll be tempted to just let the 
dice roll, but you oughtta be exercisin’ self- 
control. Followin’ your impulses hither and 
thither is just gonna cause your bankroll to 
whither. If you want your wallet to stay or 
get fat, then the best thing to dois simply 
stand pat! 


(JAN.20 - FEB.1B) 
Normally, when you get an idea, you grab it 
and run with it so fast, you rarely even have 
time to say, “See ya!" This week, however, 
when you get a nation, think it over fora 
spell before you put it in motion, If you ask 
yourself questions and take time to listen, 
you'll immediately see what your plan is 
missin’! 


ES (FEB 19- MARCH 70) 
Ever hear of Maslow's theory of self-actu- 
alization? It says that until you've secured 
a roof, food ’n’ bed, you won't get very far 
in your spiritual quest. This week, give your 
business your best and save introspection 
for your next period of rest! 


ARIES (MARCH?\— APRIL 19) 

The intense fire you carry within can be 
used either for virtue or, conversely, for sin. 
In this case, the definition of sin is furtherin’ 
yourself at the expense of strangers, ac- 
Qquaintances, friends or kin. Use your flame 
this week to cook rather than bum, and 
bad karma won't come with the money 
you earn! 


TAURUS (APRIL20-MAY20) 
Be ready for this week, bull boys ‘n' girls, 
‘cause the gods 'n’ goddesses are gonna 


rock your whole world. “Taurus, you're star- | 


tin’ to bore us; they'll say and then senda 
whole lotta excitement your way. It may be 
good, or it may be bad, but it'll definitely be 
‘one of the most interesting weeks you've 
recently had! 


SIMI (MAY 21 ~ UNE 20) 
You can be pretty impulsive, and this week 
that’s a good thing, ‘cause success is what 
bein’ hasty'll bring. Don't think, just jump in 
the drink, and you'll naturally swim instead 
of sink. Bein’ spontaneous sometimes 
comes with a cost. but in this case, if you 
hesitate you's lost! 


CA RR (JUNE Z}- JULY 22) 

Some say'| are clingy, and they often 
canbe, ‘cause they sure do enjoy havin’ 
security, However, this week, someone's 
gonna pop up on the scene who'll want you 
to trade in your cow for a few magic beans. 
Don't let this chance go by ‘cause it’s your 
ticket to climb way up high in the sky! 


(UY D-AK.22) 
There's two kinds of cats — outdoor and 
Indoor. The felines that roam wild 'n’ free 
are resourceful, tough and usually happy. 
Although there's nothin’ wrong with bein’ 
an indoor cat, after awhile they tend to 
get lazy and fat. Don't let that happen to 
you — get out and carouse this week like a 
cat oughta do! 


(AUG. ~SEPT.22) 
The times ahead are gonna be a bit rough, 
but you'll easily get goin’, ‘cause you're 
totally tough. You're an earth sign and hard 
ike a rock, and when it comes time, you can 
walk the walk. This week, put those boots 
Into overdrive, and you'll be a shoo-in to 
survive! 


LIBRA (sePr.23-001.2) 

Bein’ loved may be all that you ask, but it 
ain't a one-way street. Are you up to the 

task? If so, you'll already know that you'll 








Only see just as much love as you're willin’ 
to show. This week, when it comes to your 
heart's desire, you have to be as mucha 
seller as you are a buyer! 


(07.3 -NOV.21) 
Sometimes when life's easy and not hard, 
you have to take care to be even more 
on guard, That's because you can easily 
forget that your success came from blood, 
tears 'n' sweat, so you start takin’ big 
risks instead of safe bets. This week, stay 
financially sane or you could watch your 
hard work go down the drain! 


(WOV.22 ~ OBC. 21) 
Although this week things may not be 
the best. regard what seems hard as if it's 
a cosmic test. If you take the long-term 
bird's-eye view, you'll see these troubles 
won't really affect you. Now's not the time 
to give up or rest ‘cause the only way you 
Can fail is by quittin’ the quest! 


You can contact The Kid at cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com. 




















am 
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Holiday classes and Januaty 2010 classes now open for registration. 
Web: www.definingeve.com » Phone: (780) 482-7030 
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| Merriam-Webster Online's #1 word 
of 2004 

5 Take to the stage 

8 Former nightclub entertainer Lola 
14 Hitchcock's first Technicolor film 
15 Gift adornment 

16 Paint store option 

17 So cute it hurts 

19 Go aver 

20 Poll response 

21 Richard Roeper’s #1 pick in his Best 
Movies of 2004 list 

Z3 It can measure anywhere from 20 
to 50 mi 

25__ chi 

26 Eastern sch. with a Buffalo campus 
77 Salad oil pourers 

29 “How disgusting” 

31 Holy men: abbr. 

32 Disaster relief org. 

33 Get into an account 

36 TV moment that made Wired's 
Best Tech Moments of 2005 list 

42 Beekeeper's offerings 

43 It's NSFW material (unless your 
store sells it) 

44 Nightmarish street 

47 That can't be!” Internet abbr. 

48 Petting 200 noises 





BEST OF THE 
DECADE, PART 3 


COVERING 2004- 2005. 


JONESIN' CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 
02009 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editorfjonesincrosswords.com) 


50 Give the impression 

52 ~..__ and buts were candy and 
nuts...” 

54115), in Rome 

55 Dogpile.com’s #1 most searched 
celebrity of 2005 

58 Tooth polish variety 

6] Person with conviction? 

62 Win over with flattery 

64 One who makes people happy 
65 Drinker's police blemish 

66 Charge option 

67 Powerhouse 

68 Summer in la cite 

69 Blender magazine's #1 song (by 
Usher and Ludacris) on the 100 Best 
Songs of 2004 


1 Donkey noise 

2 Mining deposit 

3 They play dead really well 

4 Itwas once divided into East and 
West: abbr. 

5 Heads of monasteries 

6 Young bucker? 

7 Twitter dispatch 

6 Lou who played the Incredible Hulk 
9 From the top 

10 Volcanic outputs 

11.90%, perhaps 


12s unobliged to 

13 Forever and ever 

18*.._ time In the old town tonight” 
22 Comedy offering 

24 Late Ledger 

27 Grp. for the Montreal Alouettes 
28 __ Speedwagon 

30 Move like a bunny 

33 Tennis star Grat 

34 Like winter roads, maybe 

35 Katmando's land 

37 “__ was | supposed to know that?” 
38 Not-so-noble protagonist 
39°Eh, (don't mind” 

40 Major time period 

4) Kind of fingerprint 

44 Spotted 

45 Ina meager way 

46 Broadway belter Ethel 

48 Low-budget flick 

49 Face spots 

5] Mazda model 

53 Trombone part, mostly 

56 Broccoli bit 

57 Letter-shaped fastener used in 
woodworking 

59 Lanchester of “Bride of Franken- 
stein” 

60 Remini of “The King of Queens” 
63 Creeping plant 

















ONE MOMENT Too 


AS THE SAMURAL MUST 
LATE, AND THE 


SEITE THE MOMENT TO 
STRSKE WITH THE 






MUSICIAN 5 DEFEATED 











REGISTER Now 


rit if the Southside 


arboul 


10922 88th Avenue 


SP 
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AWORKS TEACH 
SHANTI STARTING IN JANUARY. 
TAKING REGISTRATIONS 
In JANUARY. 


RAINI 


ASE Visit 


TUDIO. CA 


SS YOGA STUD 
CREATE PEACE | BE EI UVE a 


WE ARE ALSO 
CLASSES STARTING 
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Magic N' Miracles, Jubilee Auditorium, Dec. 28, 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. 





DECEMBERZT 


MUSIC | SILLY KISSERS 
Kind of like Monty Python's 
silly walk, except with your 
mouth. The band’s from 
Montreal, but they're all 
originally Edmontonions, 
Welcome them back and 
they will rock you with their 
synthpop sounds. Pawn, 
Shop, 9 p.m. 


PHOTOS OF OUR NEIGHBOURHOODS 


monday 


DECEMBERZB 
EVENT | MAGICN’ 
MIRACLES Murray Hatfield 
walks on water and —wait 
that's a different magician, 
Anyway, Hatfield's hot 
assistant Teresa hopes you'll 
come out to Canada’s largest 
touring magic and illusion 
show anyway. Jubilee Audi- 
torium, 4:30 & 730 p.m. 
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DECEMBERZY 
OMedy | PAUL 
BROWN AND FRIENDS 
Paul Brown has friends? 

Comic Strip, 8 p.m. 


The winter wonderland of Victoria Park Skating oval on River Valley Road 
brings out the skaters despite the heavy snowfall this winter. 
PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 





see magazine’s ten-day forecast of events inedmonton 


DECEMBERIO 


TILT) | FLICKS FOR KIDS 
The Whiternud Cross- 

Ing Ubrary presents The 
Polar Express if for no other 
reason than to help your kids 
deal with the cold, 215 p.m. 





thursday friday Saturday 
DECEMBERZ4 DECEMBERZS DECEMBERZO 
stakeout | CHRIST- dinner | FAMILY CHRIST- (MUSIC | BOXING DAY 
MAS EVE While you sit MAS BANQUET if you're BLOODBATH For the $3.00 
polishing your shotgun down on your luck this Yule admission this DJ set featur- 
waiting for Saint Nick to season, head over to the Shaw Ing Dervish, Anonymouse, 
break into your house yet Conference Centre and let the and Blue Jay could have been 
again, be sure to drink plenty folks from the Victory Christian lle Boxing Day Blowout. 
of rum and eggnog to make Centrer fill your belly with New Gity, 9pm. 
sure you don't hesitate when turkey, and your closet with 
the moment of truth finally some free clothes. 5 p.m. 
comes. 

DECEMBERST JANUARY] DECEMBERZO 

Palle | ANEW YEARS nN DESTROYER | SOULIAH 
EVE TO DIE FOR: CRIMES OF Start off the new year by FYAH If you're depressed 
THE HEART How far would kicking 2010 right in the because you blew all of your 
you go to save your business face with these faux Knights Christmas cash, why don't 
from going under? Kellen In Satan's Service — yup, you let this Edmonton Rasta 
Frost, Johnell McClelland, they're a KISS cover band. band tum your broke ass 
and Ecko Gofficare ready to River Cree Resort and Casino, frown upside down. 
go all the way in this murder 8pm. Haven Social Club, 9m. 
mystery. Ramada Hotel 
Kingsway, 6:39 pm. 
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Alanna wears the new Floral Lace 


Unitard, a perfect layering piece, 


available now in stores and online, 


32 « December 24 ~ December 30, 2009 - see magazine « edmonton 


PM40069240 


Retail Locations: 


Edmonton 

10750 82 Ave. 

os of 109th St. N.W.) 
sdmonton, AB T6E 2A8 

Tel. (780) 409-8505 


Edmonton—West Edmonton Mall 
8882 170 St. N.W. 

(2nd FI. by Old Navy) 

Edmonton, AB TST du7 

Tel. (780) 930-2142 





Made in Downtown LA—Sweatshop Free 
www.americanapparel.net 


Calgary 
1429 17th Ave. S.W. 
Comer 14th St. S.W.) 
falgary, AB T2T OC6 
Tel. (403) 410-7450 


Calgary—Market Mall 
3625 Shaganappi Trail N.W. 
(Next to Sephora) 

Calgary, AB T3A 0E2 

Tel. (403) 457-2763 


Calgary—Sunnyside 
130 10th St. 

(North of Kensington Rd. N.W.) 
Calgary, AB T2H 1V3 

Tel. (403) 457-3457 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find ail store 
locations, visit our web site. 


American Apparel’ 
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